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1 . SCOPE 
The Assembly Elections were held in ten states 
between December 1994 to March 1995, in two rounds. The 
out come of Polls indicate that the people have voted 
for a change. The voters have become more aware abou" 
their Democratic rights. The basic aim of this study is 
to bring to-gether at one place the documents and 
periodicals, aritcles published in Indian and Foreign 
journals on the subject. Since the topic is so vast I 
have tried to include all the aspects and in each a few 
representative articles have been documented. 
Informative abstracts for the aritcles have been 
prepared. 
METHODOLOGY 
The primary sources were consulted in the 
following libraries. 
1. Maulana Azad Library, Aligarh Muslim University, 
Aligarh. 
2. Indian Council of World Affairs Library, 
Sapru House, New Delhi. 
3. Nehru Museum and Library, Teen Moorti, New Delhi. 
4. American Central Library, Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New 
Delhi. 
5. British Council library, Rafi Marg, New Delhi. 
The proceedure followed in preparing this 
bibliography was as follows. 
1. The secondary sources were consulted in Maulana 
Azad Library, Aligarh to find out the location of 
the articles.These secondary sources were-
a. Index India (Rajasthan University, Jodhpur) 
b. Indian press index (Indian Documentation Servic 
Gurgaon) 
c. Article of the week (J.N.U. Library, New Delhi) 
d. Weekly List of Articles (Indian Council of World 
Affairs, New Delhi) 
e. Guide to Indian Periodical Literature (Delhi Library 
Association) 
2. The relevent bibliographical details were noted down 
I on 5"x7" cards following the ISI standards. 
3. The primary sources were consulted in Maulana Azad 
Library, Aligarh and Libraries in Delhi. 
4. On coplition of the abstracts subjected headings 
were assigned, subject heading are completely co-
extensive to the extent possible. 
5. The Subject headings were arranged in an alphabetical 
sequence of various elements. 
6. In the end a combined author & title index was 
prepared, providing reference to various entries b}-
their respective numbers. 
7. No subject index has been provided as bibliography 
itself arranged alphabetically through Subject 
Headings. 
STANDARD FOLLOWED 
Bibliographic Reference for Periodical Articles 
Care has been taken to follow strictly the rules 
and practices of CCC. Thus it gives a uniformity for the 
bibliographical references through out the selected 
bibliography. Attempt has been made to give the full 
name of the periodicals. The itmes of bibliographical 
references for each entry of periodical are arranged as 
follows. 
a. Name(s) of author(s) 
b. Full stop ( . ) 
c. Title of the article including subtitle, if any 
d. Full stop (.) 
e. Title of the periodical in full 
f. Semicolon (;) 
g. Volume number in Indo-Arabic numerals 
h. Coma (,) 
i. Issue number 
j. Semicolon (;) 
k. Year of publication 
1. Coma {,) 
m. Date of publication 
n. Semicolon (;) 
0. Inclusive pages of Article 
SPECIMEN ENTRY 
1. CHENGAPPA (Raj) and AGHA (Zafar). Southern test. 
India Today; 19, 22; 1994, November, 30; 54-7. 
SUBJECT HEADING 
Attempt has been made to give co-extensive 
subject heading as much as possible, it will facilitate 
the readers to find out desired article (s) from this 
bibliography. 
ARRANGEMENT 
An entry is preceeded by subject heading in 
capitals. The entry begins with entry element (i.e 
surname of the author) in capitals, followed by the 
secondary element (i.e forename) in parenthesis and then 
title of the ariticle, which is followed by the 
underlined title of the periodical, its volume, issue 
no,, date of publication and page no. If the entry begins 
with title the first two words of the title are in 
capitals. Each entry is then followed by an informative 
abstract of the article. 
INDEX 
The index part contains a combined author and 
title index. The index guides to the specific entry or 
entries in the bibliography. It is hoped that it will be 
found use full in consultation of the bibliography. 
(y\\) 
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INTRODUCTION 
A S S E M B L Y E L E C T I O N 
Till the sixties, election to the state assembly 
and Lok Sabha were held simultaneously. Political 
parties found the arrangement convenient because the 
same compaign covered the both tiers of governance. The 
expenditure was also less. The government sared among 
since both polling functionories and the Security Staff 
were common. It was P.N. Haskar. Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi's security who psersuaded her to seperate the two 
elections. His argument was that the problems facing 
could not adequate discuss the questions that either of 
the two raised. National and local issues got so 
intexmixed that a voter had neither clear cut choice 
not time to ponder over them seperately. Haskar had a 
point. Local issus were awashed by the torrent of 
national rehetoric. If some one raised the voice, he or 
she was shouted down and labelled as a regianalist but 
in real it was nagation of the federal spirit that the 
constitution reflects. But the Congress then at the helm 
of affairs, wanted that way and saw to it that it stayed 
that way. The party reaped the harvest and remained in 
office for three decades without interuption. The Lok 
Sabha candidates rode on the shoulders of the assembly 
contestants. 
The upset was rare. The Lok Sabha seat 
comprising six or seven assembly constituencies went to 
the same party which won in the assembly constituencies 
It was more or less automatic. The sentiments aroused to 
win the assembly seat stood in good stead for the Lok 
Sabha. The delinking of the two elections has not 
however served the purpose for which it was effected. 
Mrs. Gandhi herself brought to the fore national 
problems during the assembly polls. Granted, she was 
obsessed with the idea of profecting personality and 
programme at the same time. Other was succeeded her were 
also found wanting. 
India's policy has to faces federal and 
provincial. The constitution has delineated subjects for 
both. The states are autonomous in their field and only 
when the law and order breaks down does the centre 
intervence. Crowding out the state administrations on 
the basis of parliamentry elections set a bad precedent. 
The first opposition govt that of Janata, did some thing 
worse. It dismissed all the Congress govts in the states 
on the ground that they had lost the confidence of ':r.-5 
people. The oriterion was the Janata's success at the 
Lok Sabha polls. 
The mere fact that a party won in parliament 
could not legallay form the basis for its assertion that 
the states follow suit. This was as anmalous as the 
claim of a party, which oafter winning the atate 
eletions were to say that the Lok Sabha members from the 
area should seek re-election. Then why stop at the Lok 
Sabha and assembly level? 
Rajiv Gandhi did not follow her mother's exmaple 
after sweeping the polls in 1984. He allowed the 
oppostion govrnment to continue. P.M. Narsimha Rao was 
in no position to dismiss them since the Congress did 
not have even a base majority in parliament. But it is 
apparent that he did not believe in the sanctity of 
state polls. He proved it through his speeches during 
the electioneering in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
He only played the national card, not 
differentiating the state issues from those of the 
centre. His compaign was confined to digs at the 
instability of Non Congress govts that had ruled at the 
centre. At best he talked about the economic 
liberalisation true he did not promise goodies but his 
plea that he trom ihe South could be in jeipardy if ':\e 
lost in the two states confused the voters who wanted to 
focus their attention on regional or local problems. 
Never did he project the issues facing the electoralte 
at the state level. 
But he was wrong in his approach. A poll conducted to 
analyse what niotivated the voters showed that the plea 
of strong cnetre or economic liberalisation did not cut 
ice with them, their priorities were different. In A.P 
they were concerned over the price of rice and 
prohibition and in Karnataka over safe drinking water 
and less allocation for health and nutrition of course 
the electorate in both the states was tormented by 
poverty and unemployment. But that has been the theme in 
all the polls, not with standing the fact that voting in 
the states hass been essentially on the basis of local 
needs. 
The opposition parties could have paid in the same 
coin they had a large ammunition against the ruling 
party. They could have revived the discussion on the 
Bofors gun Kick backs and the ministerial corruption in 
bank securities scam, the tow subjects which Rao is 
pushing into the background. But they did not do so 
because these issues would not go well with the state 
problems, dwelling on them would have meant a diversion 
from local issues. 
In fact the P.M reportedly thought reverting to the 
old practice of holding the state and the Lok Sabha 
elections together. It meant the dismissal of the 
opposition headed govts. But by the time the idea 
matured the SC gave its verdict that the order of 
dismissal could be challenged in a court. 
The failure to appreciate the differences between 
national and local issues has not been that of voters. 
In the elections in A.P, Karnataka , Goa and Sikkim the 
Congress blurred the issues . Central politics was 
injected into the states. The results in that original 
purpose of delinking the assembly elections from that of 
Lok Sabha has been defeated. It is time that the 
Congress and other political parties consider their poll 
strategy-and rerponsibility. 
B A T T L E F O R T H E S O U T H 
The battle for the South has begun. And, 
suddenly, P.V. Narsimha Rao has started looking 
vulnerable. Quite a change for a man who, till a few 
months ago, exuded quiet confidence and was credited 
with absolute invincibility. After he became prime 
minister in June 1991, the country experienced unusually 
good monsoons in three successive years. His economic 
reforms, which he forced through without much discussion 
or consensus within his own party, encountered no real 
opposition. His rivals in the party such as Arjun Singh 
and Sharad Pawar have also fallen in line. Even his 
dithering over Ayodhya helped him strip the BJP of its 
main party in the Two north Indians states Madhya 
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh. 
Yet, the forthcoming elections in Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka seem to have changed all this, and nobody 
is more aware of this than Rao himself. His wilful 
neglect has made the party electorally irrelevant in 
Utter Pradesh and Bihar. If the Congress(I) loses in the 
two southern states, it will be a defeat for prime 
minister on his hometurf. Addressin an election meeting 
in Adilabad on October 18, Rao acknowledged as much, 
calling the forth coming elections-widely viewed as a 
run-up to the 1996 general elections-"an acid test" for 
his popularity, policies and achievements. And verdict 
of the 67 million voters of the two seats will directly 
determine whether his position is strenghthened or not. 
"The N.D. Tiwari and Jagannath Mishras of the 
north will be after Rao's blood if we lose the 
south,"admits one of Rao's aides. There are enough 
indications that an axis of important northern leaders 
is already in the making. If there are severses in 
Andhra Pradesh and karnaaka, challenge to Rao's 
supermacy and demands for a one-man-one-post could well 
be revived. The polls will also decide the fate of his 
new strategy to wrest the temple issue from the RSS, the 
VHP and the BJP and adopt a soft Hindu approach to make 
a dent in their base. 
The face of economic reforms is Iso likely to 
suffer if Rao comes under siege from party rivals. 
During his election compaign, he has been remindii'c? 
people that he restored the country's credi'c^ii^y ^.la 
secured finances form international monetary agencies. 
"Now we can get even Rs 10.000 crore at a knock of the 
door." Rao informed the crowds in his home village of 
Vangara, cautioning that "a poor country begets poor 
governments". 
The party's rivals are leready resorting to 
anti-reform rhetoric. TDP leader N.T.Rao, for instance 
is hrping on a rise subsidy to the poor in Andhra 
Pradesh, which Rao is trying to counter by offering 
development which will "generate employment". In 
karnataka, the Nanata Dal is busy emphasising the 
achievements in the states. 
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with the elections in the two southern states 
having acquired such singificance, the ones scheduled 
Goa and Sikkim seem to have been totally overshadowed. 
Rao, however, is leaving no stones unturned. He has 
constituted a massive campaign committee with Prnab 
Mukherjee as chairman. This committee has drawn up a 
strategy of "highlighting the party's achievements,. 
while minimising the anti-establishment votes", Says 
Mukherjee: "you see, our party is in power in all the 
four states and we want to minimise the anti-
establishment votes." 
Rao is leaving nothing to chance to ensure that 
the strategy clicks. For instance, the announcement of a 
"non-political" Ramalaya trust by the Shankeracharyas of 
Dwarka and Srinegri on October 15 . Even though Rao 
publicly distanced himself from the trust, it is widely 
known that his aides had been working on it for almost a 
year to win over the upper caste Hindus. Besides, 
knowing that Muslims are unhappy because of the Babri 
Masjid demolition. Rao appointed Kamaluddin Ahmed as 
Andhra Pradesh Congress Committee president virtually on 
the eve of the elections. He also suggested that Chief 
Minister Vijay Bhasker Reddy organise the festival of 
Hyderabad ot sastisfy the Telengana Muslims's pride. 
Rao is leaving nothing to chance to ensure that the 
strategy clicks. For instance, the announcement of a 
"non-political" Ramalaya trust by the Shankeracharyas of 
Dwarka and Srinegri on Onctober 15. Even though Rao 
publicly distanced himself from the trust, it is widely 
known his aides had been working on it for almost a year 
to win over the upper caste Hindus. Besides knowing that 
the Muslims are unhappy because of the Babri Masji 
demolition. Rao appointed kamaluddin Ahmed as Andhra 
Pradesh Congress Committee president virtually on the 
eve of the elections. He also suggested that Chief 
Minister Vijay Bhaskar Reddy organise the festival of 
Hyderabadd to satisfy the Telengana Muslim's pride. 
In karnataka, on the other hand, Rao allowed 
Chief Minister Veerappa Moily to raise the preservation 
quota limit to 73 percent. The bill received 
presidential assent on October 25. The Andhra Pradesh 
Government was also given the nod for its plans of 
foffering 10 percent reservations to the Muslims. 
The move, however, backfired when the high court 
overruled the decision. Meanwhile, Union Minister 
Sitaram Kesari's probackward, pro-Muslim rhetoric has 
Rao's tacit approval. He is also trying to split the 
opposition votes by encouraging Kanshi Ram's BSP, 
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which has made some inroads in Andhra Pradesh, to put up 
strong candidates in the opposition strongholds. 
Rao election strategy is thus a mixed recipe. By-
campaigning himself, he has not onknowledged the 
importance of these elections but also harped on 
southern pride. He wants to wean the upper caste Hindus 
from the 3JP and, at the same time, is playing the 
reservation quota politics mingled with sops to the 
Muslims. Any sstrategy to be all things to all people is 
obviously fraught with risks. A case in point being the 
late Rajiv Gandhi's attempt to please the Muslims 
through the Muslims Women's Bill and appease the Hindus 
by the Slogan of Ram rahya. All these convoluted moves, 
however, failed to prevent the Congress(I) from losing 
in the 1989 Lok Sabha elections. Does a similar fate 
swait Rao? 
ANDHRA PRADESH 
P A R O C H I A L R H E T O R I C 
TELUGU Desam supermo NTR, who himself had come 
to power in 1983 on plank of Telegy pride, is busy 
laying landmines for Rao's poll strategy. Three years 
after he described Rao as the "Telugu pride", and backed 
12 
him in the Nandyal by-election, NTR now refers to him as 
"the betrayer of the Telugxi people" and occuse him of 
"mortaging the interests of the country to international 
institutions". Trapped in the Votrex of a comeback 
compaign, NTR, 74, is plagued by old age problems such 
as occasional loss of memory and poor health-
cardiologists have advised him against hectic travel. 
However, the fact remains that being the first prime 
minsiter from Andhra Pradesh remains Rao's main 
advantage in the state. The campaigning by the 
Congress (I) is also highlighting the fact that its 
victory is the only guarantee for a Telegu to continue 
as prime minister. 
The last Lok Sabha elections showed that the TDP 
was no pushover. Since 1983, NTR has built a base among 
the poor with his welfare measures, including the supply 
of rice at Rs 2 a kg, subsidised housing and clothing. 
And during the past three years, the party has oeen 
organising district level rallies aganinst Congress(I)'s 
anti-poor policies. Recovering from a paralytic stroke, 
NTR was away from activites, but bounced back to 
centrestage after his marriage to lakshmi Sivaparvathi 
hoping to seek public approval for the personal 
decision. But the damage had already been done. In 
recent months, several MLAs have dererted the party for 
13 
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the Congress(I) . More problems emerged when the names of 
the party nominees were made pxiblic and it became clear 
that his wife was playing as crucial a role as NTR 
himself. 
With the BSP and BJP entering the scene, the TDP 
might not be able to get all the anti-establishment 
votes though. As for as the BJP is conerned, both the 
Congress(I) and the TDP hope to gain from its entry into 
the state's politics. Kanshi Ram's successful rally in 
Hyderabad in January this year had fuelled the 
speculation that he would take Andhra Pradesh coo by 
storm, but nothihg happened. The party has been able to 
win over the Dalits and other rural poor, who sympathise 
with or members of the Rytu Coolie Sanghams of the 
outlawed peoples' War Group and can provide more than 20 
pre cent of the votes in nearly 50 constituencies in 
eight districts. The party is also a draw with the 
white- collared Dalit employees of Government and state 
owned companies. 
Though' the BJP has decided to contest all the 
294 seats on its own, it still remains a minor player in 
the state. It is taking a long-term view, however, and 
concentrating on the hundred-odd constituencies where 
its candidates have been active. At the moment, it is 
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pinning its hopes on a hung assembly, enabling it to 
play the king-maker. " Our strategy is to build a strong 
base, and today we have local units in 80 per cent of 
the mandals in the state, " says the state BJP presient, 
V. Rama Rao. The party's main election plank is not the 
temple of Hindutva, but corruption in Government and the 
similarities between the Congress(I) and the TDP 
polilcies. 
Both the parties are trying to win their best to 
win. As a counter to TDP's populist offer of rice at R3 
2 a Kg, the ruling party is condsidering providing 10 Kg 
of rice free to poor families in a month on ch^lr 
ration cards. It is also promising to implement 
centrally-sponsored welfare schemes for women. For the 
Congress(I), however, the real challenge comes from 
within. If it fails to please all the factions through 
tickets distribution. Some of its nominees may lose by 
narrow margins." The prime minister is keen that about 
40 per cent of the tickets should go to youthful 
newcomers," informs P.V. Narsimha Rao, state Congress(I) 
general secretary and Narsimha Rao's son. 
The party feels that its record of governance 
has been better than the TDP' s. Says senior party 
activist and former education minister, K. Keshava Rao: 
"We do not have manty strenght but our consolation is 
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that we have fared better than the TDP government did 
earlier. This will not be lost sight of by the voters." 
KARHATAKA 
A N Y B O D Y ' S G A M E 
As in Andhra Pradesh, the Ram temple is not an 
issue with the electorate in Karnataka. But the BJP 
hopes to exploit the violent incidents of Hubli, where 
party workers tried to hoist the tricolour with grea^  
fanfare on August 15 this >ear. This ^.^s^^ ot 
Doordarshan's Urdu bulletin can also come in handy to 
arouse communal feelilngs ans sustantiate the party's 
charge of minority appeasement against the Veerappa 
Moily Government as well as the centre. Despite this, 
few are optimistic that the BJP, which raked in nearly 
30 per cent of the votes in the last Lok Sabha 
elections, will repeat the feat this time too. 
In a sense, the BJP's poll compaign was flagged 
off by the Hubli Idgah incident. Indications are that 
the party might be able to cash in on the commuanl 
sentimentce in Dakshina Kannada, Bangalore, Mercara and 
Shimoga districts. Says B.S. Yediyurapa, a prominent 
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leader: "The people have tried the Congress(I) and the 
Janata Dal and have tasted disappointment. The BJP will 
provide them with a change." yet, like the congress (I) 
and the Janata Dal, its rank and file is to riven with 
dissensions and dissatisfication, following the 
disclosure of party's list of candidates. The Mysore 
strongman Srikantadatta Wadiyar's defections has come as 
a strong blow to the party. It has also been embarrassed 
by the dissident views expressed by its Lok Sabha member 
Dr. Venkatagiri Gowda. 
Moreover, the BJP's influence is confined mainly 
to urban and semi-urban areas. Its failure to make 
inroads into the villages is evident from its poor 
showing in the panchayat elections held in the state 
recently. This confirms Rama Krishna Hedge's view that 
the BJP is still a partly largely for the forward 
communities and the rich upper clases. "Unlike the 
Janata Dal, it does not have a universal appeal," he 
asserts. Besides, the BJP in Karnataka is quite 
faceless. It does not have single leader that can be 
projectd as its future chief minister. This is clearly a 
disadvantage in an election which is going to be 
dominated more by personalities than issues. Even the 
induction of a well known lelader like Jeevraj Alva on 
the eve of the polls has not improved matters. 
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Meanwhile, two former chief ministers-
Ramakrishna Hegde of the Janata Dal and S. Bangarappa of 
the Karnataka Congress Party (KCP)-- have thrown 
themselves into the thick of poll preparations. 
Flamboyant, colorful and ambitious, both present an 
interesting sight. A trained singer, Bangarappa recently 
released his audio cassette of bhajans with a lot of 
hype. Hegde to has a passion for the arts and as chief 
minister had endeared himself to the artistic community 
in Karnataka. These may not be the qualifications 
needed in an election, but they do lend some colour zo 
some oherwise dull compaigning. 
AND dull the compaign has to be since all 
indications apoit towards that. This is no surprise 
considering that not a single major electoral issue has 
emerged so far. The stability plank of the faction-
ridden Congress (I) is unlikely to work since Moily 
happens to be the Third Congress(I) chief minister with 
in five years. In fact, for a time it seemed as though 
Moily too would be sent packing, but the elections saved 
his day. The kith and kin of several leaders figure in 
the party's list of candidates-Jaffer Sharief's son and 
son-in-law, and the sons of B. Shankaranand. D.K. 
Naiker, R.Gundu Rao, Veerendra Patil, D.B. kamlankar and 
so on. The Government's record also provide nothing "o 
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write home about even after Bangarappan's exit, the 
level of corruotion has not come down. 
The Congress (I) has also antagonised the 
powerful lobies dealing in liquor, education and granite 
by banning the sale of arrack, taking a tough stand on 
capitation fee and disallowing mining. The estrangement 
of the education lobby, in fact, has earned the 
government the worth of the powerfull religious leader 
of the two major communities, Vokkaligas and Lingayats. 
Two communities run professisonal colleges in the state. 
And the Muslim, yet to recover from the shock oz ^..-^ 
Babri Masjid demolition, are upset with the Congress(I) 
over the shoddy handling of the Urdu news bulletin 
issue. 
If any body is in upbeat mood, it is Hedge. He 
prdicts a comfortable vitory for the Janata Dal, saying 
saying the situation is reminiscent of 1985 when he 
became the chief minister. Hedge started touring the 
state in first week of July and has already covered all 
the 224 constituencies. He believes that neither mandir 
nor Mandal is rerlevant in Karnataka. Hedge *s poll blank 
is to make a comparison of the developmental work done 
under the Janata Dal government with that of the 
Congress(I)'s applecart in 35 to 40 constituencies. In a 
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multi-cornerd contest, Hedge hope to benefit from 
Bangarappa cutting into the Congress(I) votes. 
Hedge's party does not present a picture of unity 
though. Ever since the 1989 elections, he has been 
forced to receds into the background in the state's 
politics and his plan to paly a national role have gone 
awry. The party with, a mere 24 seats in the Assembly, 
was barely able to retain its position as a recognised 
opposition party. Not happy with the state of part:,-
affairs, Hedge tried to dislodge S.R. Bommai from 
national politics and fought with V.P. Singh. Having 
fail on both these venture, however, he had choosen co 
withdraw. But now he is back on centrestage. 
He may have reinducted H.D. Devegowda into the party 
as its state unit president, but he cintinues to retanin 
the final say in all party matters. Besides although 
Hedge say he is not interested in becoming the chief 
minister again, he is not willing to reveal who would 
lead the party in case it emerges triumphant after the 
elections. All said and done, nobody is 
battling for his political future as hard as P.V. 
Narsimha Rao himself. The forthcoming battle will not 
only decide the fate of the south but, but more 
importantly, it will determine the future course of 
Indian politics. Perhaps it will tell us who will be 
King in 1996. 
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A TWO HORSE RACE 
RARELY in the past have elections to a state 
Assembly assumed the importance that the forthcoming 
polls in Andhra Pradesh have. Prime Minister P.V. 
Narsimha Rao has to ensure victory for his party in the 
state to secure his own future. And for the 72-year-old 
Telugy Desam party (TDP) supermo, N.T. Rama Rao, there 
may not be another chance. 
The statistics are misleading.. In the last two 
assembly elections, the fortunes of the two major 
parties have fluctuated sharply, with the TDP wining 235 
seats in the 294-member Assembly in the 1985, while the 
Congress(I) got just 50. Four years later, the 
Congress(I) won 183 seats compared to the TDP's 93, but 
the difference was a narrow 3.27 per cent of the total 
votes polled. The two main contenders and the BJP are 
contesting all the seats in the forthnight's elections, 
but while the first two are taking areal shot at power, 
the BJP's strategy is to prepare for the 1996 Lok Sabha 
elections from Andhra Pradesh. Also in the fray is 
knashi Ram's Bahujan Samaj Party(BSP), trying to make a 
dent in the south after its leader's successful forays 
into the state earlier this year. But BSP'S credibility 
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has suffered owing to charges of a tacit understanding 
with the Congress (I) mean to cut into the TDP' s 
traditional backward class support base. 
Since the defeat of the TDP in the 1989 assembly 
elections, NTR had kept a alow profile, preferring 
instead to divide his time between his renewed acataing 
career and his second wife, Lakshmi Parvathi. But his 
political hibernation came to an end late last year when 
the NTR political road show rolled out once again. .A. 
year later, he can afford It oconfidently boast that he 
is "not afraid of even God as long as my party and 
workers are with me". 
Eleven years ago, NTR and his one-year-old TDP 
challenged the Congress(I) in the state Indira Gandhi 
considered her pocket borough. And won. Today, as NTR 
criss-corsses the 23 districts of Andhra Pradesh, he is 
convinced that the TDP is on the comeback trail. 
Coincidentallym the man whom NTR seeks to uproot from 
power is the same now as then--Kotla Vijaya Bhasker 
Reddy, But two others have occupied the chief minister's 
post since the Congress (I) was last voted to power--
chief minister have even been changed midstream. And it 
is this chief ministerial procession that NTR draws 
attention to at each of his meetings. To roars of 
approval from his legions of adoring fans, he thunders: 
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" There have been three Congress(I) chief ministers in 
four years and the state has gone bankrupt." 
THE CONGRESS(I) 
The Congress(I)'s problems in Andhra Pradesh are 
much the same as in other states. Riven by squabbles ar.d 
scarred by scandals, ruling partymen have shown a 
greater ability to fight one another than to jointly 
fight the Opposition. In December 1990, the high ccmr.and 
succumbed to pressure from dissidents and ousted M. 
Channa Reddy, using the unprecedented communal fare-up 
in Hyderabad as an exuse. His successor, N. Janardhan 
Reddy, barely lasted 20 months, but that short tenure 
saw oppoents, both within and outside the party, 
rechristen him "just-set Reddy", obviously alluding to 
the speed at which he granted licences and permits, 
allegedly after taking bribes. NTR feels janardhana 
Reddy is worthy of a Guinness Book entry for "setting an 
all-time record in corruption". "Strictures 
from the Andhra Pradesh High Court finally forced 
Janardhan Reddy to clear the path for Bhaskara Reddy in 
October 1992-he was personally handpicked by Rao to 
salvage the party's image in the prime minister's home 
state. Though Bhaskar Reddy began -.•/ell, his image tock a 
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nose dive following allegations of nepotism in awarding 
contracts for three new 500 MW thermal power projects in 
the state. Says a TDP leader: "The Congress (I) ' s 
corruption is the best weapon in our ormoury." 
SOURCES say that the 35 of the rulling party's 180 MLAs 
who were denied nominations figured in police records. 
However, all of them went to the extent that Ravindra 
Reddy did. Some resoted to the time-tested tactic of the 
disgruntled: filling their nominacions as independent 
candidates. The blame for the spurt in 
dissidence is laid at the door of the chief minis'-^ r" 
Critics in the party says Bhaskara Reddy De^ -rayca a xa^ jv 
of sophistication in dealing with his adversaries. They 
point out that his decision to contest form Dhone on the 
specious plea that it is his mother's birth place was 
only meant to spite former minister K.E. Krishnamurthy, 
the sitting MLA and backward class leader, who earned 
the chief minister's wrath some months ago for 
criticising his son, Suryaprakash. Krishnamurthy filed 
his papers as an independent against Bhaskar Reddy after 
turning down the offer of the Pattikonda seat. Initially 
terming him a turncoat-he switched from the Congress(I) 
to the TDP and back again-the chief minister was offer 
to hold the Kurnool seat to Krishnamurthy when he 
insisted meant business,- "I won the seat four times and 
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I will show what I can do now. "And though Bhaskara 
Reddy tends to minimise the independents' potential for 
mischief, the facat that the prime minister himself 
intervened to grant tickets to some of Bhaskara Reddy's 
detractors in vidence that the high cimmand is not 
taking anything for granted. 
THE TELUGU DESAM: 
For much of his 12-years reign as TDP supremo, 
NTR used an iron hand in dealing with inner-party 
affairs, fully aware that the TDP was NTR and NTR was 
the TDP. But this time, the TDP found the problem of 
ticket distribution as ticklish as the Cogressd/ . Aiiu 
for the first time, the party chief faced open defiance, 
Disappointed aspirants protested outside his house and 
filed their nomination papers as independents. 
The resurgence of NTR has been accompanied by an 
unprecedented demand for the TDP tickets. His wife and 
two sons-in-law, party MP D. Venkateswara Rao and party 
coordinator N. Chandrababu Naidu, bargained for their 
supporters. Two others who suggested list of names for a 
final nod from NTR included film villian-turned-hero 
Mohan babu and NTR's actor son, N. Balakrishna. SEASONED 
NTR-watchers ascribe the heavy rush for TDP tickets to 
their widespread belief that these may be the last 
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elections that the TDP will contest a major force. 
Professor F.D. Vakil, head of the department of 
political science at Osmania University, says: "The 
absence of a second line of leadership, discouraged from 
the beginning by NTR, is also the TDP*s main weakness." 
Many who failed to get TDP tickets were peeved that they 
were made victims of an inner party power struggle. 
While in the past NTR personally assessed the qualities 
of each aspirant, nothing of the sort was done this 
time. Said Minte Padamnabham, former TDP leader in the 
Raj ay Sabha, who recently quit the party after he was 
denied a ticket for the Bhimavaram constituency: "There 
is no point in staying in a party wehere you are not 
respected." Two former ministers-M.S.S. Koteswara Rao 
and J.R. Pushparaj-are contesting as independents from 
Guntur district. 
THE BSP, BJP AND MIM: 
For Kanshi Ram, the Andhra Pradesh elections 
will no doubt be a barometer of the BSP's standing in 
the south. The success of his forays into the state 
earlier this year kindled hopes that party will make its 
presence felt. But the BSP is already in the grip of 
internal strife, with former Naxalite leader K.G. 
Satyamurthy forming a break way group. "Kanshi Ram is 
the BSP's NTR. He is onlv here to cheat the stare's 
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Dalits," he says. 
The BSP is putting up 150 cndidates from the 
Backward Classes(BCs) playing spoilsport to the TDP-the 
BCs, since 1983 have back NTR to counter the 
Congress(I)'s concern for SCs and STs. Kanshi Ram boasts 
that the BSP will win more than a hundred seats, but few 
buy that claim. AT best, the BSP will make many contests 
a lot closer than they would otherwise have been, and 
may even tilt the scales in several others. But Kanshi 
Ram's pledge to lift the ban on the people's War Group 
if his party forms the government may help him -et-^ '-: 
the backing of a large number of Naxalites uespi.ce :^he 
exit of Satyamurthy. 
Of all the major parties, it is perhaps the BJP 
that is least worried-partly owing to the fact that it 
has limited its ambitions for the current elections. 
Says state party President V. Rama Rao: "We are looking 
forward to the next Lok Sabha elections." The state 
party is largly free from internal wranglings and as 
many as 100 candidates were picked more than a year ago. 
Besides, a majority of the contestants are there only to 
test how bumpy the prty's ride into the state's 
political future will be. 
On the other hand, the Masjlis-e-Ittehadul 
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Muslimeen (MIM). Whose strongholds are the twin cities, 
has problems with its president, Sultan Salauddin 
Owaisi. The convenor of the Banri Masjid Action 
Cotnmittee, he is being sccused by hardliners of taking 
an ambivalent stand on the Ayodhya issue. A breakway 
group leb by Amanullah Khan-elected last time on an MIM 
ticket-is putting up candidates in all Hyderabad 
constituencies. To further confuse the Muslim voters, 
Abdul Nasir Madani's Progressive Democratic party has 
also joined the party. Thus, at least in 26 
constituencies where Muslim voters exceed 20,000, voters 
are likely to be split between the MIM and Kh=ir^ =^  
outfit. Wile both the Congress (I) and the TDP 
are making a high-pitched effort, and the second to 
regain it , the irony is that both parties are basically 
making the same promises-banning the sale and consumticn 
of liquour in the state and offering rice at subsidised 
rates to the poor. Seven year of TDP rules saw 
priorities shift from infrastructure to subsides. And 
since its return to power in 1989, the Congress (I) has 
done precious little to pull the state out of the red. 
The populist promises made by both parties, if 
implemented, will lead to a drain on the exchequer, 
amounting to Rs 1.700 crore annualy. 
An analysis of the state budgetary allocations 
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reveals that Andhra Pradesh now spends less on creating 
assets than it did earlier. The imbalance springs from 
the fact that most government expenditure is directed 
more towards consumption than capital formation. "The 
Government and the bureaucracy are insular to the need 
for pruning wasteful expenditure and making the best use 
of resources,"Says professor J.V.S. Sharma of the 
Hyderabad-based Centre for Economic and Social Studies. 
But such harsh facts amount to nothing when 
elections are around the corner and the electoral stakes 
are so high. 
GUJARAT 
Advantage BJP 
THE karnataka and Andhra Pradesh assembly poll 
results have undoubtedly come as a shot in the arm for 
the Gujarat BJP which, in the absence of a powerful 
political issue, wzs virtullaly struggling to maintain 
its grip aganist the Congress (I). But with the debacle 
of the Congress (I) in the south, it has seddenly 
acquired on an edge on the eve of the state assembly 
polls. 
The BJP had been searching for a powerful issue 
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to attract votes following the loss of the Hindutva 
plank. The death of Chief Minister Chimanbhai Patel, in 
fact, came as a blow to the BJP which had found in him 
an easy target for levelling charges of corruption, 
criminalisation of politics and misrule. 
The lukewarm public response to the Hindutva 
lobby's call for a Maha Aaarti on December 6 in 
Ahmedabad, just three days before the southern results, 
was an indicatin of the waning appeal of Ayodhya. And 
like the Congess(I), the BJP too seemed to be struggling 
with internal dissension-both Keshu^hai Pa*-^ "!, thp 
leader of the opposition, and former party chief 
Shankarsingh Vaghela are likely to vie for the chief 
ministership in the event of a victory, while Vaghela 
and party ideologue Narendra Modi dont't see eye to 
eye. 
But all that seems to be changing. As the 
southern results came in, a wave of jubilation swept the 
state BJP headquarters in Ahmedabad. Said Modi, the 
BJP*s key poll strategist in Gujarat: " The writing is 
on the wall for the Congres(I). We are set to ride to 
power." 
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An overwhelming pro-BJP wave may not emerge but 
the party certainly holds a clear edge over the 
Congress(I) now. The Congress(I)'s public iamage is much 
poorer in Gujarat than in either Andhra Pradesh of 
Karnataka, thanks to the corruption and criminalisation 
of politics during its four-year rule. And the party is 
seen as having *bought' power by roping in defectors in 
the form of Chimanbhai Patel and his janata Dal-Gujarat 
(JD-G) . As Dinesh Shukla, a political analysist, says: 
"The Congress(I) has serious credibility problems in 
Gujarat. The scenario is ripe for an anti-ruling party 
vote." 
The BJP, despite its bankruptcy of leaders, can 
count on the support of the VHP and other Hindu allies. 
The VHP, ironically, has made gains in Gujarat despite 
an apparent let-up in Hindu wave thanks to its band of 
committed workers. When it was banned after the Banri 
Masjid demolition ,it had just 700 villages samitis in 
Gujarat today, over 4,000. The circulation of its 
mouthpiece, Vishwa Hindu Samachar, was below 25,000 
copies then. But now, with the lifting of the ban, the 
print order of its first issue will be over 50,000 
copies. Says state VHP General Secretary Dr.Pravin 
Togadia: "There is a strong pro-BJP undercurrent wchich 
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will now bw discrnible after the southern results." 
Expectedly, the mood in the Congress(I) camp was 
sombre following the resutls. The immediate reaction of 
shaken party bigwigs was to organise a meeting of top 
leaders to forge unity in the faction-ridden party -
there are three groups, one led by Madhavsinh Solanki, 
the secondly by the Ahmed Patel Pradodh Raval: "There is 
a lesson we have to learn from the results. People want 
us to be united." 
But the boon of contention is the JD-G group 
which doesn't see eye to eye with the Solanki fact! 
Which has launched a compaign to ensure ^\ac ^I^-KJ y^ -uj^  
gets minimum tickets. It was only the fear of Prime 
Minister Narsimha Rao -who has been soft towards it-
that had prevented the Solanki faction from going allout 
against the GD-G group. But now with a politically weak 
Rao at the helm, it might step up its anti-GD-G group 
drive. 
The emergence of a third political alternative 
in Gujarat can not now be ruled out with the anticipated 
efforts of N.T. Rama Rao and V.P. Singh to revive the 
National Front. Dinesh Shah, a senior Congress (I) 
leader, who left the party early this year to float the 
Rashtriya Surajya Party, a small regional outfit 
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coiranitted to cleaning up politics, says: "The people are 
clearly looking for a third political force now. People 
like us stand a good chance. 
Ironically, the rsults have meant a sudden 
increase in the political weight of Madhavsinh Solanki. 
Popular at the grassroots level in the Congress(I) and 
amongst the backward classes. With those who Mandalised 
politics coming to power in both Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh, the Gujarat Congress(I) now just cannot ignore 
its own Mandal mesiah, Solanki. 
MAHARASHTA 
The Acid Test 
In the past two years, adversities like the 
earthquake and bomb blasts have called for highly 
developed coping skills from the people of Maharashtra. 
Now, after being trounced in the two southern states, 
the Congress(I) hopes that some of that ability to cope 
will rub off on it too. Less than two months after the 
depressing resuslts in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, the 
state was its date with the ballot box. While an 
optimistic opposition, encouraged by the recent 
election, the Congress (I) approaches it with a few 
misgivings. 
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While state leaders like Murthi Deora, MP, and 
the PCCI(I) President Shivajirao Deshmukh believe that 
the Congress(I) debacle will have "a degree of negative 
impact" on the party's prospects for election to the 
288-member house, they are opotimistic that the impact 
can be contained by an aggressive campaign strategy and 
clever ticket distribution. 
Barely had the disastrous news from Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka started pouring in when pawar 
Parked himself in Delhi. As party president P.V. 
Narsimha Rao faced the diatribe from detractors like 
Arjun Singh and N.D. Tewari an statue Pawar remained 
silen. He spoke only to defend a very vulnerable Rao. 
Said a prominent Pawar dissident : "It was very 
important for him to side with Rao-to earn the reward of 
near-total control over the Maharashtra poll strategy." 
Indeed, Pawar badly wants to be the party's saviour. An 
outstanding election result is the surest ticket to the 
title. 
That Maharashtra has backed the Congress(I) in 
the midst of an anti-Congress (I) wave is a historical 
statistic Pawar has drawn comfort from. But an early 
assessment indicated that the fence-sitting voters will 
be less inclined to back a losing horse. Pawar is now 
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trying to acoramodate this factor into his strategy that 
could fetch 35-40 seats more than the Congress(I) 
victory of 141 last time: allow little room to dissident 
groups, focus on state-level achievements and 
concentrate on alienated voting groups like Muslims. 
While his campaign strategists figure out how 
they can best sell the party's buzzwords-stability and 
liberalisation-Pawar is busy extending the olive branch 
to a hurt and sceptical Muslim community. Rafiq Zakaria, 
noted scholar and Congress(I) loyalist, remarked that. 
"The resentment agianst the Congress(I) runs really 
deep" following the Ayodhya riots in zii^vrt.j , ZuiZ > 2-'--
Muslim MLA: "Whether we can woo them back depends on 
what we offer in our maniesto," 
What really helps the party is the TINA(There is 
No Alternative) factor-the absence of a secular and 
strong third force, comprising the left and likeminded 
parties as in Karnataka or Andhra Pradesh. The BJP-SHIV 
Sena combine which won 94 seats in the last elections is 
by definition, an exclusively Hindutva coalition. Though 
Prakash Jovdekar, BJP secretary said, "We'rw keen not to 
rub the Muslim psyche the wrong way, " the party is 
unlikely to win the community vote. But srrategies 
apart, it is really the groung-level campaigning that 
holds the key this time. While the BJP set its campaign 
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rolling with the consolidated stick of corruotion, 
criminal links, and non-concern for the poor. Said 
Javdekar,"We will not spare a government that is 
responsible for bomb blasts, sex scandals and tribal 
murder."But Pawar retorts by stressing his government's 
achievement: a policy for women, setting up regional 
development boards for the backward regions and 
fulfilling the 17-years-long demand of the Dalits to 
rename the Marathwada University after Dr. Ambakar. It's 
a do-or-die pitch for the Congress(I) and it's in 
Pawar's interests to ensure that Maharashtra does not g^ 
the way of the two southern states. 
BIHAR 
Is Laloo Next? 
With the implications of last fortnight's 
assembly elections beginning to sink, the people of 
Bihar have Just one question to ask: Will laloo be next 
to go? For those who think he will ,it may be thanks to 
Nitish Kumar's Samanta Party-the breakway faction of the 
Janata Dal. 
"The four states witnessed hurricane of anti-
rulling party votes, a hurricane that is moving 
menacingly towards Bihar,"says Kumar, backed by leaders 
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such as George Fernandas. And with Laloo equally 
confident-"let the polls come, and we will prove it"-the 
battle lines are drawn. 
If Laloo is depending on the Muslim, Yadov-Dalit 
factor and a section of the EEC's to see him through, 
the Samatra Party, which is trying, to draw up alliances 
with the CPI (ML) -Liberation and the Jharkand Mukti 
Morcha(Soren group), is banking on the economically 
advanced Kumaris and Koeris, besides the Bhumihars and 
other forword casts. But analysts say forward caste 
votes will be split three- ways--between the Samanta 
Party, the Congress (I) and the BJP, o^^irL^cic a^^^r it? 
performance in the south. As for the Congress(I), it is 
doing what it does best--with infighting at a new high, 
and minus a leader, the party's chances, say observers, 
are far from bright. But even if it did turn things 
around for itself and made the fight between the Janata 
Dal and the Samata Party closer, would it be enough to 
make a difference to the final results--given the 
voter's recent preference for change? 
ORISSA 
Timely Boost 
THE Congress (I) 's rout in the south has been 
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like swallowing a fistful of prozac pills for ruling 
Janata Dal in Orissa. The sense of despondency engulfing 
partymen has suddenly given way to buoyant confidence. 
The party is optimistic about its cahances in 
the state elections to be held in February. "No one can 
stop us from beating the Congress(I) hollow," said Chief 
Minister Biju Patnaik. The Janata Dal is convinced that 
the Centre's economic policies, having failed to click 
in Karnataka. Andhra Pradesh and Sikkim. Will not 
deliver in Orissa too. Besides, the prime minister is 
not charismatic enough to boost the Congress(I)'s image 
in the state. 
But the Janata Dai's greatest advantage in 
Orissa could be the Congress(I) has also to contend with 
infighting and the effect of the NTR wave in 
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh which could make a dent in 
its traditional vote bank in the border districts of 
Koraput and Ganjam. 
The Janata Dai's victory in Karnataka, together 
with fresh optimism over a unified National Front as a 
viable alternative at the Centre, will also go in Biju 
Patanik's favour. And the more he is involved in 
national opposition politics, the less he will be the 
target of attacks at home. If the left parties tie up 
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with him, efforts like the one by former Lok Sabha 
speaker. Rabi Ray, to float a third front will come to 
nought. Then, Ray's Samata Party, the SUCI and the 
Socialist party won't be a threat. 
Sensing victory, Biju has patched up with his 
detrators within the party such as Srikant Jena and 
Sarat Kar, and announced pre-election sops. The day the 
poll schedule was announced, so was an increase in 
reservations for OBCs from 12 to 27 per cent. Besides 
schemes for helping small and marginal farmers: an 
additional cost to the state exchequer of around Rs 100 
crore. For a rulling party desperate for another t-y.--\ 
It seems like a small price to pay. 
ISSUES IN FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS 
NEW ASSEMBLIES are due to be constituted by mid 
March in five states--Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa, 
Bihar and Arunachal Pradesh. The Election Commission has 
announced the election schedule to complete the process 
before the due date for the constitution of new 
legistative. Of the five states three are controlled by 
the Congress(I) and two by the Janata Dal. 
The Congress(I) faces challenge from BJP in 
Gujarat and BJP-Shiv Sena alliance in Maharashtra in 
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both these states attempts are afoot to cobble together 
third force. So far as Arunachal Pradesh is concerned 
the Congress (I) does not seem to phase any challenge. 
The Janata Dal is facing direct threat from the 
Congress (I) in Orissa but In Bihar there is no single 
cohesive challenge despite division and unrest in JD 
itself. In each of these states the high-profile 
character bordering on Charisma of the incubement Chief 
Minister is both the asset and the problem of the party. 
It is difficult to say that the pattern of 
electoral hebaviour will be uniform although some 
sections of political leadership particularly the Left, 
are trying to project the view what the economic policy 
of globalised liberalisation will be on test. Even the 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnatka results do not warrant such 
conclusion because the victors in both states have been 
averse to denouncing the policy. The results have been 
influenced more by the fitness of the party machine as 
instrument of communication. If Congress leaders in the 
two states were not behaving as kilkenny cats the party 
would not have faced the rout. 
Signifcantly enough Mandir and Mandal both have 
fail to play any role. The communal cards worked only in 
samll pockets where the BJP or the MIM(or its rebel 
variety MET) had traditional roots. There too the 
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results would have been different if the organisational 
failure were not as manifest as it was. 
Whether the November result be taken as guide or 
the political activity in states now going to polls be 
taken as the bsis, economic policy is the least 
important for the factors. Of course if the Congress 
leasership fails to spell out its benifits for the 
common masses, as indeed it did in November, the 
commetators will be able to justify their denunciation 
of what they call Manmohnics. The ground reality is that 
none of the major contestants in the five ^-.^^ 
isbasically opposed to the globalisrd liberalisation. 
Nor has any of the vocal opponents of the policy so far 
put forward a congent alternative. 
So far as Mandir issue is concerned it seems to 
have outlived its utility even for its major 
beneficiary, the BJP. The party as also its allay, the 
Shiv Sena, is trying to whip up communal sentiment in 
the majority community by harping on the theme of 
'Minorityism' or 'Appeasement*. How the electorate will 
respond to this communalisation will have to be seen 
because in both Gujarat and Maharashtra the communities 
on which BJP depends do not want any tension,- they have 
suffered serious losses in business as a result of the 
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communal confrontation between 1990 and 1993. 
Mandal issue, the JD trump card of yore, is 
popular only with Laloo Prashad Yadav of Bihar. The JD 
under Biju Patnaik of Orissa has never been enthusistic 
about it. The Andhra and Karnataka results are hardly an 
endorsement of the Raja's gimmick and are not likely to 
encourage any of the contestants to make it a major 
issue. 
What is likely to determine the outcome of the 
elections is the cohesion of the parties. All of them 
are, as of now, plagued by intense infighting. The 
Congress will be dogged by the confrontation between 
Narsimba Rao and Arjun Singh. How deep and wide the 
fissures develop will decide to future of the party. It 
can cost it a major chunk of the Muslim vote. Follow 
analytical reports on the situation in the four states 
where contests are keen. 
AGAINST ALL ODDS 
NOTHING seemed to faze the Congress (I) ' s key 
canpaigners as he heli-stormed his way through Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh. Not the sight of empty enclosures in 
the Bhardvathi stadium in Karnataka where a measly crowd 
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of 2,000 had come to hear him. Or the jumpacked rally in 
Chittoor town of Andhra pradesh where people listened 
with rapt attention to what he had to say. And with 
minor deviation in his speeches, Prime Minister P.V. 
Narsimha Rao stuck to his theme of asking voters to 
support his party to ensure "stability , continuity and 
progress" . 
After a particularly tiring election tour last 
week, which saw him fly for over six hours in a 
helicopter to address six meetings, the prime minister 
took a cat-nap on the two-hour flight back to Delhi in 
the air force's Boeing 737 aircraft. He got un lock-! na 
refreshed and told INDIA TODAY: "After doing my job, all 
I need is a battle nap to rest me." 
Rao knows that his job as prime minister is on 
the line too. And that these elections will have an 
important bearing on the fortunes of his party at the 
national level, yet. Yet, he approaches the challenge 
with almost Brahminical indifference. He say: "I have an 
inner belief that what I am doing is the right thing. If 
you ask me to sweep the floor, I will make sure it is 
done throughly." 
The prime minister seemed to determine to carry 
out the task of being his party's main campaigner with 
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equal favour. No other central leader campaignes so 
extensively for these elections ad he did. In the past 
fortnight, Rao criss-crossed the two southern states, 
ensuring that he addressed atleast one meeting in a 
majority of the districts. Ahmed Patel, the All India 
Congress Committee(I) general secretary, who accompanied 
Rao on most of his trips, says: "The prime minister is 
our star campaigner." 
Whether he will turn out to be a fading one or 
grow to supernova proportions remains unclear. However, 
it was not Rao's performance as a prime minister that 
was relly under test. Even his detractors within the 
party now concede that he has built up a sxxc..-. vc_i 
bank for his economic reforms. Instead the southern 
elections are turning out to be more of a referendum on 
his ability to organise and lead his party to victory in 
the 1996 Lok Sabha polls. His lackadaisical role as 
Congress(I) president has alrady come under scathing 
criticism, especially from party leaders of several 
north Indian states. The Gandhi family mantle of being 
the praty's main vote-getter? 
It is really a baptism by fire from the outset 
Rao was battling against heavy odds. Despite the party 
having brute majorities in both the state assemblies, 
the performance of both the Congress(I) governments 
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below over age. The constant shuffling of chief 
ministers lowered the party's even more. The state party 
organisations are, in fact, riven with so much dissent 
that a disgusted central observer says: "If anything, it 
will be the Congress(I) that will defeat the Congress(I) 
in these states." 
Besides, in the states assembly elections it is 
usually local concerns that dominate. Rao's game plan of 
raising national issues such as the stability of the 
country and economic dvelopment had its own limitations 
from the start. Former Union minister Madhavrao Scindia, 
Rao's key observer in Andhra Pradesh, ma^ xicii.-. : - .-^  
are tired of conflict and strife in this country. The 
prime minister represts stability and tranquillity. That 
itself has tremendous appeal." 
Unfortunately for him, it is restricted to 
India's growing legion of middle-class citizens. For the 
rural poor, who form a majority of the electorate, the 
plank of political and economic stability may not be 
broad enough for them to want to walk over to the 
Congress (I) . They are more likely to be swayed by 
populist schemes such as providing rice at Rs 2 a Kg as 
N.T. Rama Rao has promised. 
While compaigning, the prime minister was aware 
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of the limitations personality. He Icnew he lacked the 
kind of charisma that the Gandhi family enjoyed. As he 
told a close aide: "People really came more to see 
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv rather than to listen to them." 
He also admits that he hates to rabble-rouse or indulge 
in rhetoric. So he adopted what his campaign managers 
describes as the 3-S strategy-be simple Sincere and 
statesman-like. In comparison to Rama Rao, such a 
combination in many places also led to a frouth S: 
soprofic speeches. 
Although he is multi-lingual, P-o •''-3 -^nr^ 
comfortable while speaking in English, Hindi or Telegu, 
his native language. In karnataka, this proop to be 
major handicap, with his speeches in English being 
translated into Kannada. The result was that he was 
rarely able to build a rapport with the crowd except in 
places where English was also understood. In 
neighbouring Andhra Pradesh, however, Rao was in his 
element speaking fluent Telegy. The crowd were more 
sponteneous and demonstrative. And they certainly turned 
up in much larger numbers every where he went in the 
state than they did in Krnataka. A party central 
observer even saw "shades of the euphoria that followed 
Raj iv Gandhi wherever he went." 
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Rao scrupulously avoided palying the Telugy 
bidda (pride) card himself. It was left to Chief 
Minister Vijaya Bhaskara Reddy to introduce the manna 
teluguwaadu (our man) to the electorate. Unlike in the 
assembly elections held last year in northern states. 
Rao rarely mentioned Indira Gandhi or Gandhi in his 
speeches, preferring to evoke Nehru whenever he talked 
of the past. It was apparent that he was trying to 
gradually exorcise the ghosts of the Gandhi family and 
build his own following. 
As the election battle heated up in Andhra Pradesh 
and a close finish was being predicted. Rao even started 
attacking Rama Rao and his policies persoally. He talked 
out how the Telegu Desam Party (TDP) was part of the 
National Front Government that led the country to brink 
of the economic collapse. He also ridiculed Rama Rao^s 
'Rice for Rs 2 a Kg' scheme. In Hindupur, one of the two 
constituencies that the TDP leader was contesting from, 
the prime minister told a well-attended meeting: "Do you 
want to wear only an angravastram (sacred thread) and 
carry a begging bowl ? Or do you want to be part of the 
economic progress sweeping the country ?" 
Rao's entourage saw in his hectic campaign 
schedule more than just a chance to woo voters. It gave 
the Congress (I) president a first-hand feel of how his 
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party machinery was functioning. And a chance for his 
managers to quell sissidence and inject enthusiasm into 
the campaign. In l^ arnataka, where in many palces, more 
crowds came to watch the sight of three MI 8 helicopters 
land than to listen to Rao, it was evident that the 
party was badly disorganised . Disgrutlement over ticket 
distribution, rampant dissidence and the problems caused 
by anarchic district units spilled over to Rao's visits. 
It was a phenomenon visible in Andhra Pradesh too. 
Even if the party manages to scrape throug with 
a majority in these two states, Rao will have 'o 
immediately get down to the task of revamping his party 
setup and kick starting variou units into action. Arjun 
Singh has already struck the first note of warning by 
calling for an introspection of party affairs after the 
state elections are over. Ohtere leaders are also 
sharpning their knives. The message is clear, it not 
enough for Rao to proof that he is a good prime 
minister. In the comming months he will have to 
demonstrate that as the Congress (I) president he is in 
total command. Otherwise he may be in danger of loosing 
both the posts. 
A POSITIVE BILL 
THE represention of the people (Amendment) Bill, 
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1994, refered to the standing committee of Parliament 
attached to the Home ministry during the last session, 
is likely to be introduced in the winter session 
beginning in December. In the last session, it was drop 
along with the Constitution Amendment Bill seeking to 
restricts the powers of the Chief Election Commissioner 
as the latter lacked the requisite support. The standing 
committee has completed its scrutiny and prepared a 
draft report. 
Unlike the aborted Constitution Amendment Bill 
which required tow-thirds support in both the hous^o J-
Parliament, the present Bill can be passed with a simple 
majority. The Bill, which seeks to make far-reaching but 
welcome chanages in the Representation of the People 
Act, 1950 and 1951, was opposed during the last mainly 
by the Bharatiya Janata Party(BJP). 
Under a new sub-section(29B) to be introduced in 
part IV-A of the 1951 Act, High Courts can deregister a 
party, on receipt of a complaint, if it bears a 
religious name; if the memorendum of rules and 
regulations governing the party fail to conform to the 
provisions of sub-section (5) of section 29A of the Act ,• 
or if the political party promotes, or attempts to 
promote, on ground of religion, disharmony or feeling of 
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enmity, harted or ill-will between different religious 
groups. Sun-section (5) of Section 29A of the Act 
requires that the memorandum or rules and regulations of 
the parties should contain a specific provision that 
they shall bear true faith and allegiance to the 
Constitution of India and to the principles of 
Socialism, Secularism and democracy, and would uphold 
the sovereignty, unity and integrity of the country. 
The BJP augued that it was wrong to cite 
religion alone as the cource of disharmony or enmity and 
that factors like caste, race and language also ough^ to 
be brought in. Its fear was that the Bill would z.ar^= 
away its major electoral plank, religion, without which 
it would not have emerged as a major political force. 
The Congress(I) and the non-BJP Opposition, 
however, were reluctant to concede the BJP's demand that 
factor like caste, creed and language should also be 
brought under the purview of the Bill. Some of these 
factors have played a significant role in political 
mobilisation in the recent past and their inclusion in 
the Bill would be grave setback to the politico-social 
movements centring around caste emancipation and 
linguistic assertiveness. A senior member of the 
Communist Party of India (Marxist) , who was in the 
Standing Committee, said; "Reference to caste may be 
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necessary in political compaigns, whereas religion need 
not be referred to in election compaigns. There is a 
need to postpone inclusion of caste in the Bill to 
achieve clarity on the issue." 
However, the demand for inclusion of cste has 
found many takers even within the Congress (I) and the 
non BJP opposition in che tanding Committee. Two members 
of the Committee, belonging to the BJP and the CPI (M) , 
told Frontline there was near-unanimity on the view that 
apart from religion, factors like caste, language, 
creed, race, place of birth, and sex can be include'l i'^  
the Bill. Apparently, some of the Congress (I) miembers of 
the Committee insist that caste be included. But parties 
disagree on the approach to the issue. 
Said Saifuddin Chowdhury, CPI(M) member of the 
Lok Sabha and a member of the Committee: " We believe 
that caste as a divisive factor should be discouraged. 
But it should not be counterposed to religion. The 
inclusion of caste in the Bill many require prior 
studies on its divisive role, whereas it is not so with 
religion. The results of the BLP's Hindutva campaign are 
obvious enough." However, if caste is icluded in the 
Bill, parties like the Janata Dal, the Bahujan samaj, 
and the Smajwadi Party, may be the losers in the 
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electoral arena. Therefore, they are likely to resist 
the Bill if caste is clubbed with religion. 
But the BJP's official spokeman Krishan Lai 
Sharma, also a membere of the Committee, told Frontline 
the party was no afraid of deregistration once the Bill 
becomes a law. The party, he said, had held all along 
that Section 29A and the proposed 29B of the 1951 Act 
were superfluous. Section 123 v3) of the Act declares as 
a corrupt practice and an electoral offence any "appeal 
by a candidate or his agent or by any other person with 
the consent of a candidate or his election agent to 
vote of refrain from voting for any person on the 
ground of his religion, race, caste, community or the 
language or the use of, or appeal to national symbols 
such as the national flag or national emblem, for the 
furtherance of the prospects of the election of that 
candidate or for prejudicially affectng the "election of 
any candidate". This the BJP feels, is adequate to 
tackle for the problem. Yet, the proposed Bill is an 
advance in that it facilitates deregistration of 
political parties guilty of such practice and is greater 
deterrent than Section 123(3). However, M.S. Gill, one 
of the three members of the Election Commission, warned: 
"All divisive and negative forces need to be 
discouraged, but we should not hamstring or hobble 
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legitimate political movements." 
Another major disagreement is over introduction 
of photo identity card for voters. The Bill seeks to 
insert a new section - 28(A) and (2) - in the Act of 
1950, which deals with the power to make rules. Section 
28A (1) says. "The Election Commission may, with a view 
to preventing impersonation of electorals failitating 
thier identification at the time of poll, with the 
previous aproval of the Central Government by 
notification in the Official Gazette of the state, 
direct that identity cards shall be issued to electors 
in any such constituency or part thereof as may be 
specified in the notification and the identity cards 
shall be issued in such manner and contian such 
particulars as may be fprescribed." Section 2 8A (2) 
declares that " any notification issued by the Election 
Commission, with respect to identity cards referred to 
sub-section (1) without the previous approval of the 
Central Government shall be void and inoperative." The 
section takes effect from Jnauary 1, 1961. 
The BJP is opposed to this provision and feels 
that the Election Commission, being autonomous, should 
be asked only to consult an not seek the approval of the 
Centre before issuing any notification on the identity 
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cards. Apparently, the BJP wants to cash in on the 
goodwill Chief Election Commissioner. T.N. Seshan enjoys 
among the middle classes, unmindful of the enormous 
financial and other implications of the exercise if 
issuing photo identity cards to all voters before the 
stipulated deadline. 
The CPI iM) feels the law should specify a time 
limit for the issue of the cards, and deprive the 
commission of any power to impose a deadline. Besides 
the time factor, questions of any power to impose a 
deadline. Besides the time factor, questions of finance 
and legal issues also have to be properly thought out, 
the party feels, it is pointed out that the Government 
can not allow a constitutional crisis to develop once 
Seshan implements his threat not to hold any elections 
after January 1, 1995, over the cards issue. It is thus 
imperative that Parlaiment passes this Bill this winter 
session. 
But K.L. Sharma is optimistic that things will 
not be allowed to drift to a point of cnstitutional 
brekdown. He demands a tripartite meeting among the 
Government, the commission and the Opposition to evolve 
a firm programme on the cards of meeting Seshan^s 
present deadline is not feasible. If Seshan is still 
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adamant, the court should come into the picture, he 
feels. "Seshan does overstress this issue, but the onus 
for the dalay lies on the government," he said. 
K.L. Sharma avers that the BJP stands for the 
full implementation of the Dinesh Goswami report. But he 
overlooks the fact that the report has not given the 
Commission unbridled powers fo fix any deadline for make 
the issue of cards mandatory for holding elections. It 
suggested "multi-purpose photo identity cards" with a 
time bound programme to cover the entire country, also 
involving Government departments of Ministries to make 
the possession of the cards by every citizen compulsory 
for receiving benifits. The report also urged an 
assessment of the cost factor and ways of redering the 
cards tamper-proof. 
While most political parties sndorsse in 
principle the decision to issue the cards, non of them 
openly discusses the serious implications of the 
exercise Gill warns tha there is widespread fact that 
the cards may be stolen, lost, hidden by the voters 
themselves or grabbed or purchased by unscrupulous 
elements "The people should have the right to decide 
how this scheme should be implemented . It should be 
area-specific, say in constituency or a segment of a 
62 
^2? ^r 
0 t> C 
63 
constituency. 
The Bill has many positive features. It seeks to 
discourage non-serious candidates, reduce campaign 
period to 14 days, provide statutory status to election 
observers, and give legal sanction to the model code of 
conduct seeks to prevent misuse of officials vehicles 
during the campaign, and to give maximum punishment to 
the violaters of the model codes. Non-countermanding of 
elections in the event of the death of a candidate, 
filling up of vacancies within six months, and banning 
of one person contesting from more than tow 
constituencies are other provisions. 
THE UNSPARING ROD 
Exactly a year ago, when five north Indian 
states went to the polls T.N. Seshan managed to stamp 
his authority on the country's electoral system by 
conducting the cleanes elections in living memory. Last 
fortnight as voters in four states troop to the polling 
boths candidates, political parties and the people alike 
realised that the combative chief election commisssioner 
had achieved an encore. 
The elections were among the most lackluster in 
recent times. Missing were the colour and the hubbub of 
64 
a campaign. No conspicuous consumption, no vulgar 
displays of garish posters, cutouts and banners nor the 
din of a hundred loudspeakers. Also missing were the 
instances of rigging and misuse of government machinary 
which had become an intergral part of democracy at work 
in this country. Not to speak of the mot tor cavalcades 
that wound through the dusty village roads as VIP's hit 
the campaign trail.But this time even P. V. Narasimha 
Rao's convoys consisted of just a handful of cars. Said 
a election commission offical:" The rules have been laid 
down and they apply to everyone. Now you either play by 
the rules or risk ejections." 
Seshan had served notice at the out set that he 
meant business. In a move that sent Shockwaves through 
the political establishment, he denounced the Welfare 
minister Sitaram Kesari and the food minister Kalpnath 
Rai for attempting to influence voters. There is little 
doubt that his complaint was valid as far as the model 
code of conduct was concerned, but his advice to the 
prime minister to remove them from the cabinet stirred a 
public controversy. Questions abound whether the CEC 
overstepped his brief by offering such unsolicited 
advice to the government. But Seshan brushed aside such 
charges. 
The model code of conduct is hardly a Seshan 
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invention, but it required a session not known for 
ambiguities to effectively use it to clean up the entire 
election process. The implementation of the directives 
was strictly monitored and had the desired effect, for 
example: * At his public meetings seeking votes for the 
Congress (I) candidates, Rao abandoned the practice of 
introducing the local candidates and instead sought 
votes for the Congress(I) party in general. This was in 
adherence to the CEC directive that costs of the ir.eecing 
would otherwise be added to the candidates expenses. 
* In karnataka's Afzal pur constituency; 
flamboyant former chief minister S. Bangarappa arriving 
late, had to windup his speech in exactly five minutes. 
The reason was Seshan's diktat that campaigning must be 
wouned up by 10 p.m. 
* In Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh Social Welfare 
minister P. Janardhan Reddy had to forgo addressing a 
meeting as the public address system had been installed 
without permission. 
There are other enough examples to show that 
Seshan's big stick worked. Strict monitoring of attempts 
at communal appeasement saw the Congress(I)'s effort to 
influence Muslims by starting a ten minute Urdu News 
Bulletin on Bangalore Doordarshan come a cropper. The 
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BJP which had prepared video films of the aborted flag 
hoisting incident at the Hubli Maidan could not exhibit 
these. Money and muscle power were not the only things 
that Seshan tried to curtail. In all states, dry days 
were declared six days before polling. Nobody dared to 
violate the law. There were no less than 150 election 
observers in the four states to see that no body dared. 
Besides there were 120 audit observers in Andhra 
Pradesh, 116 in Karnataka, 60 in Sikkim and 40 in Goa, 
monitoring the election expenses of each candidate. 
Acknowledging that the expense ceiling set more than a 
decade ago was woefully in adequate by toaay _ 
standards, the government had raised it to more 
realistic levels from Rs 50,000 to Rs 1.5 lakh in Andhra 
Rs. 40,000 to Rs. 1.35 lakh in karnataka. The CEC 
responded to the Governments generosity by sending the 
unambiguous message that eny violation of the ceiling 
would not be pardoned. 
All these directives were backed by a round the 
clock feed back system with a control room at the EC 
headquarters with an officer incharge of each state. 
They recorded screened and varified each complaint 
independently and through observers. Individual 
candidate political prties, returning officers and 
central observers were thus able to keep in close touch 
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with the CEC and the state elections officers without 
much problem. "All along we have heard about free and 
fair polls now Seshan is making it a reality" gushed an 
EC official. But not every one would agree with such 
adulation. His carefully cultivated image as an 
impartial referee is now comming under closer scrutiny, 
thanks mostly to Seshan himself. Controversy over his 
advice to the prime minister regarding the two senior 
minister was still raging when Seshan arrived in 
Puttaparthi to seek the blessings of Sathya Sai Baba. 
Another devotee who happened to be around was Rao his 
praise for Rao who himself was involved in a tough 
election campaign has predictably enough raised the 
hackels of opposition politicians, besides questions 
about his own impartials credentials creating yet 
another controversy even in the midest of his latest 
crusad for electoral reforms. 
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MID TERM POLLS, ANDHRA PRADESH and KARNATAKA, FORECAST 
CONGRES - I 
1. CHENGAPPA (Raj) and AGHA (Zafar). Southern test. 
India Today; 19, 22; 1994, November, 30; 54 - 7. 
The forthcoming elections in Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka will prove crucial to the Prime Minister's 
political survival. Already under fire from northern 
leaders for his bias towards the south, a defeat on his 
home turf could spell serious embrassment for Rao. 
Saddled with the tricky responsiblility of ticket 
distribution, Rao alone will bear the brunt of criticism 
if the congress (I) runs into trouble in Andhra Pradesh. 
, MUSLIM VOTE BANK 
2. SEEMA MUSTAFA. Search for a secular third force. 
Mainstream; 33, 7; 1995, January, 1', 6, 32. 
Ayodhya has cast its shadow over the south as 
well. For the first time since independence an issue of 
this import electorate to vote as a community quite 
indelpendent of regional consideratins. Tow years have 
refused to fade. Hubli and the Urdu bulletin controversy 
merely helped polarise muslim opinion away from the 
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congress. The contention here is that the demolition of 
the mosque and the aftermath has made the Muslim vote 
bank highly volatile. It is looking for alternatives that 
can give it relief. 
, , POLITICAL PARTIES, BHRATIYA JANTA PARTY 
ELECTION MANIFESTO, LOCAL ISSUES 
3. GHIMIRE (Yubraj) and KULDEEP KUMAR. Down to 
brass tracks. India Today; 19, 22; 1994, 
November, 3 0,' 59. 
As an election issue, Ayodhya may not have 
much appeal in Andhra Pradesh and Karnatak, but 
corruption and inefficiancy in high places certainly do 
Hence, BJP is focussing on local congress (I) in 
Karnataka, and the confusion among the Reddys and Kammas 
will help its chances, for BJP, the importance of the 
assembly election is purely as a run up to the 1996 up 
to the 1996 lok sabha polls. 
, UNEXPECTED SUCCESS 
GHIMIRE (Yubraj) and SARDANA (Nandita). Life 
after Ayodhya.India Today; 19; 24; 1994, 
December, 31; 86. 
Sometimes small unexpected victories are sweeter 
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modest in terms of seats and numbers. It has won a 
psychological battle and that the results are a pointer 
to its perspects in future election, In Karnataka, it 
has acquired the status of the main opposition party, 
the first stemto power in the south. Realising that the 
Mandir appeal did not stretch beyond the northern 
states, BJP quietly diverted its attention to local 
issues, mainly congress (I) corruption and inefficiency 
in the two southern states. 
, , , CONGRESS - I, ELECTION CAMPAIGN, 
ECONOMIC REFORMS POLICY 
5. BOSE (Ajoy) . Congress now sees reforms as an 
asset, not liability. Pioneer,- 4,333;1994, 
December, 3; 8. 
There is more than just a touch of irony to the 
prime Minister's recent warning at an election campaign 
meeting in the south that a defeat for the Congress in 
the state assembly polls would deal a blow to his 
economic reforms policy. Mr. Rao suggested that 
regardless of the congress government's performance in 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka people should vote for his 
party if for nothing else but to save the liberalisation 
process. 
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, , , , , NATIONAL 
STABILITY 
6. CHAUDHURY (Neeraj). Rao links southern polls to 
political stability. Indian Express,- 63, 19; 
1994, November, 23; 8 
As campaigning entered the last phase in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka, Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao 
gave a national angle to the congress campaign by 
linking the southern polls to the contination of 
political stability in the country. Stability at the 
centre is card that had traditionally held an appeal for 
the south and the Prime Minister has playe^. it aa^.in. 
, SOUTHERN PRIDE 
7. AGHA (Zafar). Battle for the South. India Today; 
19, 21; 1994, November, 15; 56- 57. 
For once, politicians agree - that the fothcoming 
polls in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka will be a mini -
referendum with crucial consequences for Rao' political 
future Rao's election strategy is a mixed recipe. By 
campaigning himself, he has not only acknowledged the 
importance of these elections but also harped on 
southern pride. He wants to wean the upper caste Hindus 
from the BJP and also playing the reservation quota 
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politics mingled with sops to the Muslims. 
, , , , -, ELECTION MANIFESTO 
ECONOMIC REFORMS. 
8. B M. Economic 'reform' amidst political turmoil. 
Economic and Political Weekly; 30, 14; 1995, 
April,8; 73 2. 
The rout in the Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh 
elections had brought to the surface the large cracks in 
the congress. After the defeats in Gujrat, Maharashtra 
and Bihar they are now widening and becoming 
irreparable. Meanwhile the so called economic reform 
programme is falling apart. 
, , RESULTS, CONGRESS-I, DEFEAT 
9. SHAMEFUL DEFEAT. Economic Times; 34, 247; 1994, 
December, 10; 6 
Will the shameful defeat of the congress party 
in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka affect the position of 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao. Almost certainly not. His 
party has no tradition of changing leaders Mr. Rao may 
be safe for the time being, but a major question mark 
now looms against his ability to win the 1996 gneral 
elections. 
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10. BOSE (Ajoy). Poll debacle leaves Rao down but 
certainly not out. Pioneer; 4, 342; 1994, 
December, 12; 8. 
The crushing defeat suffered by the congress in 
the south introduces yet another twist to the country's 
politics. The near complete wipeout of the congress in 
the Prime Minister's own marks on his leadership within 
the party as well as outside. Just as he looked to be 
consolidating his own authority, Mr. Rao has once again 
slid back to a vulnerable position. 
11. KHALID IRFAN (H). Signats and counter signais. 
Radiance; 30, 7; 1995, January 1-7; 7. 
Congress - I, the leading political and ruling 
party in the country has met its woterloo in Karnataka 
as much as it did in Andhra Pradesh. These two states 
were considered to be strong hold of the congress party. 
Its roul is not as much a tragedy as the way it has been 
written off as a slpent force by the electorate in both 
the states. The clear mandate given by the electorate in 
favour of verdict against the erroneous policies and 
manoeovers adopted by the party at the centre. 
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, __ , , , , EFFECT ON 
FUTURE, NARASIMHARAO (P V) 
12. AGHA (Zafar) and DAMODARAN (Ashok). Turmoil 
within. India Today; 19, 24; 1994, December, 31; 
65-9. 
P V Narsimha Rao must hare relised by now that 
winning is all that matter. The electoral verdiat in 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka has brought about a V -
turn in the political fortunes of Prime minister. The 
stunning defeats particulary in his home state are the 
hardest slaps that the electorate has landed -^n 
incumbant Prime minister's cheek. Earnin'^  ^ .ic. .^ j_ 
will be an uphill task for the congress (I) president. 
, , - , , , EFFECT ON 
NARASIMHA RAO 
13. DEMING (Angus) and CLIFTON (Tony) and MAZUMDAR 
(Sudip) . Rao at risk. News Week; 125, 7; 1995, 
february, 13; 10 - 14. 
Rao the reformer is in deep political trouble. 
He is under fire from opposition parties and is viewed 
with hostility by critics from within his own party for 
his remote leadership style. People are angry that his 
reforms have mostly benefited the mid^ '^^ pTasi.'^ ^^ ^^ fhe 
!^SUMulrt^^})^ 
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delpth of their alienation became all too clear in 
December when the congress party suffered humiliating 
defeat in legislative elections in two big rural states 
of southern India. One of them being Andhra Pradesh, 
Rao's own home state. 
MUSLIM VOTE 
ir T n 14. J^ T^ DHOK (Balraj). Muslims not decisive factoj 
politics. Times of India; 158 23; 1995, January, 
2 7; 10. 
A section of the Indian media, particularily the 
Urdu press has been ascribing the congress defeat in the 
recent assembly elections in Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh mainly to the alienation of Muslim voters on 
account of the demolition of the disputed structure at 
Ayodhya. The Muslim vote bank is thus projected as a 
determining factor in Indian politics. 
, -, , VOTE AGAINST CORUPTION 
15. BADHWAR (Inderjit). Damn the establishment. 
India Today; 19, 24; 1994, December, 31; 5 4 - 5 
The missiles landed this time with pin pointed 
accuracy on the naked emperors in Andhra Pradesh and 
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karnataka, provoking, that no amount of pot bellied 
gyrations can blind the public to their performance, the 
voters political behaviour. They demonstrated an uncanny 
standardisation of judgement. The voter stood up to 
patronage, nepotism and narrow sectarian appeals and 
united in a torrent to overthrow the powerful, the 
corrupt and the charlatan. 
, , WOMEN VOTE 
16. JAIN (Devaki) . Women must encash their vote. 
Times of India; 158, 3; 1995, January, 4-
10. 
The women's movement stood out for being both 
present and absent during the recent assembly elections 
in Karnataka and Andhra. women came out in larger 
numbers to vote this time becouse of the arrack and rice 
platforms in Andhra and the experience of Panchayati Raj 
in Karnatak. There is no location of women's power 
which can sustain the pressure on the political parties 
and the government to change the position of women. It 
reflects the women's inability to turn their vote into 
political power. 
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, ANDHRA PRADESH, CONTROL, MALPRACTICES, 
CEC, SESHAN (T N) 
17. SHUBHA SINGH, without sound and fury. Pioneer; 4, 
342; 1994, Decetnber, 12; 9. 
The recent election campaign and polling in 
Andhra Pradesh has shown that the chief election 
commissioner, Mr. T.N.Seshan's writ has worked to curb 
the visible extra vaganza of electioneering, but it has 
had a limited impact on the real ills of recipe of photo 
identity cards and a striat control on election 
expenditure are not sufficient to curb main 
malpractices. 
-, , ELECTIONS, ECONOMIC ASPECTS 
18. SWEEP FOR Telegu Desam. Fortline.- 11, 24; 1994, 
November 19 - December 2; 4 - 11. 
The 1994 assembly election in Andhra Pradesh the 
lergest Southern State will see N T Rama Rao's Telugu 
Desam Party sweep to power with an emphatic majority. 
There is little doubt about economic election. The price 
rise and no development are the two major issues 
identified by voters as the failings of the Congress (I) 
government in the state. These two issues are perceived 
to be as important in rural areas as in urban. The turn 
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- away of congress (I) represents a massive protest of 
the poor against the effects of i t s economic policies on 
the ground. 
, , FORECAST, POLITICAL PARTIES, NOCLEAR VOTI-
19. DAS (Ashok) . Praja is a yet to roar in 
A.P.Hidustan Times; 70, 287; 1994, October, 
16; 13. 
With elections barely six weeks away the 
poli t ical scenario in Andhra Pradesh is s t i l l pretty 
uncertain. While the ruling congress and i ts main rivals 
the Telegu Desam Party exude confidence about winning 
the polls. Other political parties are not so sure of 
clear voting this time. The BJP and BSP decided to go i t 
alone and contest all seats. 
, , HYl&ABAD, MUSLIM POLITICS 
20. OMER FAOOQ. Reversal of fortunes.Pioneer; 4, 
345; 1994, December, 15; 9. 
As the Telegu Desam Party uprooted the congress 
throughout Andhra Pradesh, a Sea change in the political 
scenario of Hyderabad went almost unnotice. Nobody took 
notice of the fact that the 1994 Assembly election had 
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heralded a new era in muslim politics in Hyderabad. For 
the first time since the merger of the erstwhile 
Hyderabad State with the Indian Union the Majlis - e -
Ittehadul Muslimeen (MIM) has been forced to take the 
back seat. 
, , POLITICAL PARTIES, CASTE FACTOR 
21. SHATRUGNA (M) . Caste factor in Andhra 
polls .Economic and Political Weekly,- 29, 
47; 1994, November, 19; 2958 - 59. 
The social base of most of the candidates 
representing different parties in the Andhra assembl_, 
elections is almost the same. The majority of the 
tickets have gone to candidate belonging to the BC, SC 
and ST categories. 
, CONGRESS - I AND TELEGU DESAM 
PARTY 
22. MENON (Amarnath K) and DAMODARAN (Ashok) . Two 
horse race. India Today; 19, 22; 1994, 
November, 30; 61-6. 
Raley in the past a state assembly elections 
have assumed the importance that the forthcoming polls 
in Andhra Pradesh have. Prime Minister P.V. Narsimha Rao 
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has to ensure victory for his party in the state to 
secure his own future and for the 72 year old Telugu 
Desam Party supremo, N.T. Rama Rao, there may not be 
another chance. While both the parties are making a high 
pitched ffort, the first to retain power and the second 
to regain it, the irony sale and consumption of liquor 
in the state and offering rice at subsidised rates to 
the poor. 
, CLOSE CONTEST 
23. BANA (Sarosh). Row of the Raos i Ap polls. Blitz 
54,47; 1994, November, 19; 1,8. 
Battlelines have been drawn in Andhra Pradesh 
for the forthcoming polls on Dec. 1 and 5. The 
electoral scene has been whipped up to a feverish 
pitch in this state as raising the states on either side 
will be none other than the country's first Prime 
Minister from South India, P.V.Narasimha Rao and the 
other Teludu bidda, N.T. Rama Rao. Both the P.M and NTR 
view the imminent contest for the 294 seat Andhra 
Assembly as a crucial determinant of thier political 
future, well conscious of the fact that a debade for 
their respective parties will be traced to their 
leadership abilities. 
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, , , CONGRESS-1, CANDIDATES, SELECTION 
24. LAKSHMIPATI (T) and SAMPATH (R) . Cracks in 
citadel. Frontline,- 11, 24; 1994, November 
19 - December 2; 18 - 21. 
The congress (I) citadel in Andhra Pradesh does 
not look all that impregnable as the campaign for the 
elections hots up. Crarks in the edifice developed 
during the finalization of candidates and Prime Miniscer 
finds partymen in his home state working at cross 
purposes, will he be able to cement the fissures and 
save the fort? A game of fluctuating fortunes is 
unfolding in a wareless election in Andhra Pradesh. In 
the selection of candidates a crucial phase of che 
polls, the congress (I) and the TDP have had their quuta 
of hiccup and iscontent pervades the ranks of both the 
parties more so in the congress (I) . 
, ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
25. LAKSHMIPATI (T). A.P: Populist platforms. 
Frontline; 11, 23; 1994, November, 5-18; 29-30. 
P. V. Narasimha Rao seems to be taking off from 
where, Telugu Desam party supremo left off. Beseeching 
the people to vote for the 'Telugu bidda' at all the 
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election rallies, he was enunciating a definite congress 
(I) strategy. Similarly the TDP's Praja Garjana Sadassu, 
was a major show of strength. Although the fight is 
essentially between the congress (I) and the TDP, the 
entry into the fray of the BJP and BSP contesting 
indelpendently has queered the pitch. Therefore the mood 
of the voter can be guaged only after the camraign 
gathers momentum. 
, , , , ELECTION ISSUE, 
PROHIBITION 
26. RAMACHANDARAN (Shastri). Pros and cons of 
prohibition. Times of India,- 153, 25; 1995, 
January, 30; 12. 
Prohibition has anerged as a major political and 
election issue. The successful anti - arrack movement of 
neo - literat women in Andhra Pradesh, the election 
promises of the congress and the Telegu Desam to impose 
prohibition and the Chief Minister N T Rama Rao's 
declaration of a ^dry' law could lend fresh impetus to 
movements against the consumption of liquor. 
, , -, ELECTION MANIFESTO 
POPULIST PROMISES 
27. GUPTA (Shekhar) and MENON (Amarnath K). 
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Showman's drama India Today; 19, 23; 1994, 
December, 15; 62-6. 
N.T. Ramarao is selling a fantasy built on 
subsidies and doles, a Rama Rao Rajya where rice will 
sell at Rs. 2a Kilo alcohol will be banned and 
electricity bills will be negotiable. Whether he wins or 
not, Rama Rao has made a decisive difference to the 
political equation. The Janata Dal in Karnataka has 
already the congress were to win in Andhra Pradesh, it 
would have to implement its own counter - offers. 
, - , , PROSPECTS, BHARATIYlft 
JANATA PARTY 
28. RAI (Saritha). NO clear winners. India Today; 19, 
23; 1994, December, 15; 75 - 82. 
In an election marked by the subdued 
campaigning, thin crowds and considerable uncertainity, 
it is the floating voters who holds the key. One big 
setback for the congress vokkaligas and the lingayats. 
After initial claims of forming the government the BJP 
now hopes only to better its 89 performance when it had 
won just four seats. 
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,CONTRESS 
29. SHUKLA (Rajiv). Battle of the Rao's. Sunday; 21 
45; 1994, November, 13 -19; 3 8 - 9 . 
At one point the congress had imagined that it 
would make a clean sweep of Andhra Pradesh. So in 
keeping with that mood, the party decided to peg the 
elections as a referendum on Rao's rule. But several 
member of the party's central election committee soon 
changed track once it do wned that the sailing would not 
be smooth all the way. At a CEC meeting members close tc 
Rao said the move was flawed and advised ag~'- 3-, 
dragging in the PM's name. 
, , , -,TELEGU DESAM PARTY, ELECTl0^ i 
CAMPAIGN, POPULIST PROMISES, RAMARAO (N T). 
30. MENON (Amarnath K) and KANNAN (Indira). Titanic 
triumph. India Today • 19, 24; 1994, December, 
31; 72 - 7. 
It is the best vantage point a politican could 
hope for. As N.T.Rama Rao surveys his state of Andhra 
Pradesh perched on the crest of a Telugu Desam Party 
tsunami, he would od well to observe what placed him 
there. The euphoria over NTR's return may dissipate as 
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his populist promises lead to bank ruptey and an 
andtninstrative nightmare. He talked of issues close to 
the voters hearts voters more than the plodding slpeches 
from behind bullet proof shields of the congress (I)'s 
star campaigner Narsimha Rao, on his government's 
economic reforms. 
, ELECTION MANIFESTO 
31. DROOPING SPIRITS. Statesman,- 137, 280; 1994, 
November, 26; 8 
The forthcoming assembly elections are supposed 
to be lacking in issues. The Prime Minister says his 
reputation is not at stake. Every party has produced a 
Plethora of promises not meant to be taken seriously. 
The Telegu Desam has promised a ban on liquor traded 
with in half an hour of assuming power, the recent 
ullterances of senior party leader make it obvious that 
it is an empty dream. Providing rice at two rupees a 
kilogram and enforcing prohibition will lead Andhra 
Pradesh to financial ruin. 
,RICE SCHEME 
32. INDIRESEAN (Pjg.). Cheap rice, or cheap food? 
Hindu; 118 17; 1995, January, 21, 8. 
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The Andhra Pradesh Chief minister, Mr. N.T. a 
kg. His scheme has become so popular in political 
circles that he has now any number of imitators. On the 
others hand critics of the scheme predicts that Mr. Rama 
Rao and his imitator will ruin the economy. The Cheap 
rice scheme may be described as politically shread but 
economically disastrous. 
, , , , GOVERNMENT, CABINET 
FORMATION, MUSLIM UNSATISFIED 
33. OMER FAROOQ.NTR angers Muslims. Pioneej:; 4, 358; 
1994, December , 28; 9. 
So far as the muslims of Andhra rraaesu d^e 
Babri Mas j id issue that had played a crucial role in 
handing out the worst ever defeat to the Prime 
Minister's party in the assembly have been left feeling 
dejected and disheartened by the treatment meted out to 
the minority community in the formation of the cabinet 
by Mr. Rama Rao. 
, -, , , , GRAIN DRAIN, CM, 
RAMARAO (NT) 
34. CHENGAPPA (Raj) and REKHI (Shefali) . Price of 
populism. Indi_a Today; 19, 3; 1995, February, 1-
15; 92-98. 
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Econemists call the current fiscal profligacy in 
Andhra Pradesh the "grain drain" . Itnmindful of such 
inficism, NT Rama Rao who was recently elected the 
states Chief Minister launched Rs-2 for a kg rice scheme 
with much fanfore last month. The fiscal profligacy, 
that it has spawned is seriously under mining the 
country's economic growth. 
, , - , , POLLPLANK, TELEGU PRIDE, 
RAMA RAO (NT) 
35. RAO (Desukesara) and LAXSHMIPATHKT).Riding a v.'are 
frontline; 11, 25; 1994, December, 3-16; 13-14. 
As the compaign in Andhra Pradesh drew to a 
close it was as though the clock was turned back by more 
than a decade. There was an atmosphere reminiscent of 
1983, when the nascent Telegu Desam Party and its 
charismatic leader, Nandamuri T. Rama Rao, demolished 
the congress(1) monolith on the plank of Telegu pride. 
Rama Rao and wife Lakshmi Parvati who is now a star 
attraction in her own right drew huge crowds. Lakshmi 
Parvati shored the limelight with NTR and was heard with 
rapt attention. 
, , ^ ^ POPULIST PROMISES, AFTER 
EFFECTS 
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36. SHOURIE (Arun) . We are learning to do without 
giants. Asian Age*2, 16; 1995, March, 3;8. 
N.T. Rama Rao's 'Rice at Rs. 2 per kilogram' was 
hailed to have been a master stroke. Today he makes news 
scrounging around for funds; cutting allowances and all 
the government staff one day, flying to Delhi the next 
asking the (entre to pay for his promises. That is just 
as it is supposed to be Dr. Manmohan Singh aften points 
out that one of the results of the new economic 
arrangements is that the consequences of wrong policies 
will show up much sooner than in the past. 
, , POST POLLSCENE, RESULTS CONGRESS-I REPURCU 
37. MUKERJEE (Hiren). Can the congress cope? Hindu; 
118, 5; 1995, January, 6; 8. 
Recent electoral catastrophes deservedly 
suffered by the congress, have left it in a pathetic 
plight. Nearly eleminated in the Prime Minister's home 
state, Andhra Pradesh, humiliated in Karanataka, 
brushquely shown the door in Sikkim and hanging 
precariously to power in Goa, the Congress still seems 
for from an expiatory mood and pursuer 
characteristically tawdry, tactics of some how getting 
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parliament and the people reconciled to the regime of 
corruption crime and convinance it has cynically-
fostered. 
, , RESULTS, CONGRESS -I, DEFEAT. 
38. BALAGOPAL (K) . Andhra election: What happened 
and what did not happened. Economic and 
political weekly; 30,3; 1995, January,21;136-39. 
The voting statistic do not show that it was the 
cheep rice scheem and prohibition that were primarily 
responsible for the Telgu Desum party's phenomental 
victory. What is striking is not the increase i:i ll^r-
votes but the fall in gonress votes by as much as 12 to 
14 percentage points. 
39. SIDES OF MARCH. Asian Age;2,26; 1995, March,13 ; 
8. 
The congress could not believe that it could 
lose so badly in the Prime Minister's home state. One 
consequence of those results was demilition of all 
expectations. The conventional wisdom of December was 
that under the leadership of Mr. P.V Narsimha Rao the 
congress had no hope of winning anything, but quite the 
oposite has happened in the March round of elections. 
The congress has been trounced in Gujrat. It appeared as 
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the first single largest party in Mahashtra the best for 
it comes for Orissa Mr. Rao can legimately claim the 
credit for this achievement. Moreover the news from 
Bihar is that the congress is going to do very well 
indeed there, if the elections ever get completed in 
that unfortunate state. 
,TELEGU DESAM PARTY 
40. OMER FAROOQ. Let NTR prove he has learnt from 
history. Radiance; 30,8; 1995, January, 8 - 14; 
6. 
Congress once again proved that it never learns 
a lesson from its past. Now it is the turn of NTR to 
prove that he has learnt a lesson from his defeat in 
1989. As NTR has completely shattered the leadership of 
Narsimha Rao by inflicting humiliating defeat in his 
home state, the National opposition has come to see the 
outcome election as a begining of the end of congress at 
centre. Now they are once again dreaming of reviving the 
National front and left front combine to prepare for the 
next Lok Sabha elections. 
, ARUNACHAL PRADESH, POLITICAL PARTIES, VOTERS 
CHOICE 
41. SEEMA HUSSAIN. In with a choice. Week; 13,9; 
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1995, February, 19; 26-7. 
For the first time in 15 years of voters in 
Arunachal Pradesh are facing a problem of planty. When 
they trudge to the polling both on March 11, they will 
have three parties who choose from the Congress, BJP, 
and the Janata Dal. The Dal is fighting the elections 
independetly and the BJP is putting its best foot 
forward to get the lotus to bloom in the dizzy heights 
of Arunachal. 
, BIHAR and ORISSA, ELECTIONS, POSTPONIBENT, 
VOTERS PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS, CEC, SESHAN (TN), THREAT 
42. JAIN (Minu) . Poll time blues. Sunday; z.^ , 3, 
1995, January, 15-21; 11-13. 
T.N. Sheshan's threat to cancel elections in 
Bihar and Orissa if I cards not issued in time raises 
hackles in political circles. Janata Dal leaders are 
angry over the CEC s decision to posponed elections in 
certain states. The feel that the EC is working at the 
behest of the rulling party. Even the BJP is critical of 
the 'lement of uncertainity* introduced the by the EC. 
clouding the alredy troubled prelection scenario is 
Sheshan's belated decision to appoint special observer 
to check the abuse of relegion, cast and language during 
electioneering. 
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, SUPREME COURT RULING. 
43. SHESHAN RELENTS. Times of India;158, 15,; 1995, 
January, 18;10 
The Supreme Court has ensured the Mr. Sheshan 
will not be able to posponed the Assembly Polls in Bihar 
and Orissa. Rather than risk a more ovart expression of 
the Supreme Court's displeasure, Mr. Sheshan has claimed 
down from his earlier stand by extending the dead line 
for Identity Cards from January 1st to September 3Cc. 
--, ,POLITICAL PRATIES, POPULAR PROMISES. 
44.. DASGUPTA (Shibani). Elect ion time promises. 
Prout;6.25; 1995, March, 18-24; 21-23. 
Suitably encouraged by the response recieve by 
N.T. Rama Rao in terms of votes following his promise of 
rice for Rs 2 per Kg, the leaders in Bihar and Orissa 
have started painting a very rosy a picture for 
electrorate. Without bothering to find out the actual 
resource positin, their past performance or the 
situation on ground they are promising goodies interms 
of rice at less than Rs. 2 per Kg, roof over the head 
and a job to all. How these schemes will be implemented, 
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v;ho will foot the bill for them is certainly not their 
concern at present. 
,BIHAR, CEC, SESHAN (TN) 
45. RIGHT INSIDE the enemy's camp.Asian Age; 2, 25; 
1995, March, 12; 8. 
In choosing to hold the first phase of election 
in the sensitive Naxalite belt in Bihar, after placing 
in the region a formidable line up of paranilitary 
forces, Mr. Sheshan has taken the battle right into the 
enemy camp. The question is whether Mr.Sheshan himself 
and certainly the Bihar adminis^ra*-Ion knows '"ho cne 
enemy is. Like everything else about 'back ward Bihar' 
India's richest state in terms of natural resources the 
electoral enemy, too is a curious bundle of 
contradictions. 
, ^ CEC, SESHAN (TN) AND CHIEF MINISTER, 
YADAV (laloo Prasad), CONFLICT 
46. BHARDWAJ (Brij). Bully is not acceptable to 
Indian people. Erout; 6, 31; 1995, April 29- .May 
5; 18. 
An anogant bully who gets drunk on power has 
been always portrayed as a villain in Indian mythodology 
and history and such people have always come to grief. 
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The new avtar of Mr. T.N. Seshan as CEC also had to come 
to grief as with every passing day he was becoming 
insufferable. Mr. Seshan in his haughty manner had his 
own favourite and also special targets. The Bihar Chief 
minister was a favourite with Mr. Seshan. If he had his 
way he would have not held elections in Bihar Because 
Mr. Yadav was not willing to submit to him on the issue 
of identity cards for voters but for clear directions by 
the Supreme Court. He went on post poning elections that 
they have become a record in the history of our country 
as well as the world as far as poll process is 
concerned. 
47. SESHAN Vs Laloo. Hindustan Times; 71, 3; 1995, 
January,3; 13-
The confrontation between the Chief Minister 
Election Commissioner, who is refusing to relent on the 
issue of identity cards and the Bihar Chief Minister, 
Who is in no hurry to complete the process of issuing 
these cards, seems inevitable. Due to this assembly 
polls are likely to be posstponed along with the 
imposition of president's rule in the state. Imposition 
of president's rule in the state, will be an 
unprecedented step which can be questioned on both legal 
and moral grounds. The right course for the Chief 
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election commissioner is to hold the assembly polls 
without I- Cards for Lok Sabha election in 1996. 
48. STATE OF Perpetual infancy. Asian Age; 2,16; 
1995, March, 3; 8. 
Mr. Seshan^s decision to reschedule the assembly 
elections in Bihar is bound to have a bearing not only 
on the conduct of polling in the behighted state but 
also on the making of its new government. The sharp 
reaction of Chief Minister Laloo Prashad Yadav indicates 
that the postpoenment does not suit his game plan, 
either for before or after the elections. 
, , ELECTION COMMISSION, DECISION, 
PRESIDENT'S RULE. 
49. BALCHAND (K) . Cardholder Laloo dreads the most. 
Hindu; 118, 1; 1995, January,!; 8 
January 1 and 16, 1995 are crucial for Bihar and 
Mr. Laloo Prashad Yadav, for on these two days the Chief 
Election Commissioner is axpected to make known his 
decision on holding or not holding the general election 
to the assembly. If the commission does not hold the 
elections and the centre refuses to intervence either 
there would be president's rule or Mr. Yadav would have 
to resign. 
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50. GRAVE PROVOCATIOAJ, Times of India; 158, 74; 1995, 
March, 28; 12. 
The EC's repeatetd postponement of the assembly 
etectioon in Bihar to a point where president's rule is 
advocated as a solution by Chief Minister's apponents is 
a wilful subversion of the democratic and electoral 
processes. The fact is given that the assembly's term 
will expire before a new one is elected would 
necessitate president's rule. In the face of such grave 
provocation, Mr. Yadav has shown uncharacteristic -
restraint. If Mr. Yadav has lost the confidence of the 
electorate they can vote him out. It would be 
presumptous to prejudge Mr. Yadav's popularity and use 
President's rule as a tectical ploy for partition ends 
before the verdict is known. 
, , ELECTIONS, POST PONEMENT, CEC, SESHAN 
(TN) 
51. FARZAND AHMED. Prestige before politics. India 
Today; 19, 5; 1995, March, 1-15; 80-87. 
With the CEC likely to posponed elections in 
Bihar, the Laloo -Seshan confrontation has occupied the 
center stage. Seshan's case for postponement of the 
elections received a mager boost when many of the DCs 
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told the meeting that without adequate central 
paramilitary forces, the polls would be any thing but 
free and fare. Laloo predicts that the state will go up 
in flames if the elections are posponed. 
, , , , VOTERS PHOTO IDENTITY 
CARDS, CEC, THREAT. 
52. SESHAN^S TRUMP card. Times of India; 153, 2; 
1995, January, 3; 10. 
T.N.Seshan's threat to withhold the nocification 
for election's to the Bihar assembly if the state 
government failed to meet the January 15 deadline i^ -
supplying photo identity cards to all eligible voters 
comes as no surprise in as much as it is a reaction of 
his well known 'No I- Card no election' . It is easy to 
understand why Mr. Seshan feels so passionately on this 
issue, especially considering that the state in question 
has the dubious distinction of setting a new record in 
both capturing with each election. As a constitutional 
antity it is incumbant on the CEC to trade carefully 
where complex legal issues are involved. 
, , lOWER CAST£ 
53. CASTE IN a different mould. Economist; 335, 790 9; 
1995, April 8,- 30. 
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The lower orders in India are reaching for 
power. The result of the latest state assembly election, 
in the northern state of Bihar confirms a trend that 
fills the ruling congress party with a fear that people 
are voting increasingly on caste lines and therefore 
that whoever represents the big lower castes is likely 
to win. In Hihar, the Janata Dal which is dedicated to 
advancing the lower castes by reserving for them 
government jobs and college places increased its tally 
from 121 to 163 out of 320 seats . 
PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS, EFFECT ON 
ELECTION. 
54. SUGGESTION FOR MR. Seshan. pioneer; 4, 361; 
1994, December, 31; 8. 
With both the chief election commissioner, Mr. 
T.N. Seshan and the Bihar Chief Minister Mr. Laloo 
Prashad Yadav, refusing to budge from their respective 
positions on the issue of providing all voters with 
photo Identity Crds by 15 th January, It appears that 
elections to the state assembly may be effected. While 
most states government agreed to Mr. Seshan's demand, 
the non Congress governments especially those of Orissa, 
Bihar,and West Bengal have been dragging their feet on 
this issue. 
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, - , POLITICAL PARTIES, CONGRESS - I , IN 
FIGHTING. 
55. SINHA (Abhijit). Remains a poor third. Pioneer,-
4, 348; 1994, December, 18; 9. 
Bitter infighting and lack of leadership has 
completely undermind the unity and credibility of the 
Congress in Bihar i t s problem has been further 
exacerbated with Bihar Chief Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav 
eroding considerably the traditional vote bank of the 
Congress. These developments are likely to relegate the 
congress to a third, even forth spot in most of the 3-. 
constituencies and this is when there axists no wave m 
favour of any party. 
, , - , ELECTION CAMPAIGN. 
56. SANJAY KUMAR. Bihar elections: Confused 
scenario. Secular Democracy; 23, 12; 1995, 
March; 33 - 36. 
Campaigning for the assembly elections in Bihar 
is in full swing. In this respect the Janata Dal is 
clearly ahead of all other parties. The congress is busy 
putting i ts house in order; a large number of rebels 
have been expelled. The mess and confusion in 
distribution of ticket has reduced the chances of the 
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Samata Party to a great extent. The BJP is absolutely a 
spent force in the state. In this Scenario Janata Dal 
stands to gain. 
, , , ANTI CONGRESS 
57. YECHURY (Sitaram). Election situation in 
Bihar .Peole' s Democracy,-19, 7; 1995, February, 
12; 1-2. 
The stunning defeat of the Congress (I) in 
Andhra and Karnataka and the equally emphasis rejection 
of the BJP and its communal ideology clearly she cr' .; 
people are looking for a non Congress, non-BJP secular 
alternative that will be able to address itself to 
alleviate their problems. The elections in the states of 
Maharashtra, Gujrat, Orissa and Bihar are taking place 
in this background. The Janata Dal government in Bihar 
had also taken a consistent anti congress position and 
even conducted compaigns against the Dunkel draft and 
certain aspects of the new economic policy. 
, , , JANATA DAL, GROUPISM 
58. SINHA (Abhijit). New equations .Pioneer.- 4, 352; 
1994 December, 22; 9 . 
Final session of the 10 th Bihar legislature 
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from December 16 to 20 makes the last hurrsh of the 
five year rule of social justice messiah, Mr. Laloo 
Prashad Yadav who managed to shrug off continous splits 
at the national and state levels. Bolstered by the 
electoral successes registered by National Front 
constituent in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, the 
minority Janata Dal government has bounced back into 
reckoning even as anti-Laloo forces withih the party toy 
with the idea of joining hands with like minded 
socialist parties after the February elections. 
, SUPPORT, DOW»T TRO'^ DEN 
59. GUPTA (Tilak D) . Elections with a difference. 
Economic and Political Weekly; 30, 15; 1995, 
April, 15; 789-792. 
What decisively tilted the balance in favour of 
Janata Dal and its allies in the assembly elections in 
Bihar was the overwhelming support of the ruler poor. 
This support is not easy to explain considering that the 
Laloo Prashad has done little in its five yeras term to 
ameliorate the condition of the poor in the Bihar 
countryside. At the same time while the vast majority of 
the poor Bihaies who backed the Dal belong to the 
subordinated castes among the Hindus and Muslims 
1D5 
polarisation along economic lines is taking place among 
the electorate. 
, , , , YADAV (Laloo Prashad) , 
BLESSINGS, TANTRIK 
60. SHNGUPTA (Uttam). Laloo seeks tantrik's help to 
ensure victory in Bihar. Times of India; 153; 
48; 1995, February, 25; 13. 
In Bihar, if there is any political party which 
is confident of a 'vote bank' is only the Janat Dal. The 
Chief Minister's castemen are over-./ae" .r'-^  '^  '-'r^^ ' '-^  
So are large sections of Muslims who seens determined to 
wreak vengeance on the congress for the demolition of 
the Bihar Masjid. Despite this seemingly winning 
combination Mr. Laloo Yadav is worried man. The extent 
of his worry is evident in the appearance of a few 
magical rings on his fingers. His movement are guided by 
Tantrik advice. 
, CASTEISM 
61. SINHA (MK) . Laloo wears caste cap in Bihar. 
Blitz; 55, 8; 1995, February, 25; 9. 
Pro and anti Laloo sentiments in Bihar have been 
crystalised to such an extent that even the result of 
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his misrule, the sharp deterioration in the law and 
order in the state, near bankruptcy on the economic 
fund. Chaos in the education system, a splinterd 
bureaucracy and the growing corruption have not provoked 
the masses to agitate against the Yadav, obviously the 
Chief Minister's casteist politics continous to hold 
sway over the people. 
SOCIAL 
ESTABLISHMENT. 
62. BIHAR VOTES against 'establishment' Janata,- 50, 
10; 1995, April, 9; 1-2. 
If the elections results in some states reveal 
the defeat of the ruling parties and overthrow of their 
regimes at the poll, a general inference is drawn that 
the tranined of the voters is against the establishment. 
Bihar too voted against the establishment. Not the 
established government headed by Laloo Prashad Yadav but 
the social establishment against which Laloo Prashad 
fought doggedly when several political parties launched 
as unprecedented compaign against the Janata Dal 
government particulerly against its charismatic leader. 
, SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
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63. ROY(AK). Vote for Social Justice. Economic and 
Political Weekly,- 30, 21; 1995, May, 27; 1224. 
The term 'Social Justice' which Laloo Prashad 
has made his own is not merely a setiment, nor has it 
anything to do which the caste issue. It has today 
emerged as an ideology to mobalise the productive 
f orcc-s. But this is the second and perhaps the last 
chance given to Laloo Prashad to bring about Socio 
Political change to go with the psychological change he 
has bought in. 
, , VOTERS, PHOTOIDEN'. IT" :.^-...Z _'"" 
SESHAN (TN) 
64. REASONABLE COURSE. Hindu.- 118, 4; 1995, January, 
5; 8. 
In a quick change of nind within two days after 
vehemently ruling out any extension of deadline beyond 
January 15 for issuing the voter identity cards, the 
CEC, Mr. T.N. Seshan has rescheduled the three-phase 
polling in bihar on the basis of an assurance given by 
the state cheif secretary that the work would be 
completed by February 28. 
65. MISHRA (Ashok) . Laloo Prashad under 
seiqe. Secular Democracy.- 23, 10; 1995; 21-2. 
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Even though the election coiranission has extended 
the deadline for issuing photo identity cards to all 
voters to February 28 and rescheduled the assembly 
elections in Bihar it appears unlikely that the arduous 
task of providing identity cards to all the voters will 
be completed according to schedule. Parties have began 
the electorate exercise in a half hearted manner. 
, , , ^ PROBLEM, TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT and EQUIPMENT FAILURE 
66. SINHA (Abhijit:!. Identity crisis. Pioneer,- 4, 
339; 1994, December, 9; 9. 
Inadequate manpower and technical support 
coupled with complaints of frequent equipment failure 
has resulted in trady progress in the preparation of 
voter Identity Cards for the Bihar to electorate. 
Complainats have already poured in from 20 of the 27 
districts to be covered in the first phace of the photo 
identity cards scheme which is scheduled for complexion 
by December 14. Another outcome of the confussion has 
been frayed tempers which Bihar attaining the dubious 
distinction of recording the first death over the issue 
of identity cards. 
, BUD Cn6TS, POSTPONEMENT, CEC, SESHAN (TN) 
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67. FISCAL CHALLENGE. Times of India; 153, 25; 1995, 
January, 30; 12. 
The need to posponed the presentation of the 
union railway and general budjets to parliament had 
unfortunately become invitable, given the revised 
scheduled for state assembly elections. All political 
parties have welcome the decision and have blamed the 
CEC for the postponment since it was his insistence on 
the preparation of voter identity cards that had altered 
the original election dates. One of the reasons cited by 
Mr. Seshan when he recommended postponment of the union 
budjet was that it might influence voters to favour the 
rulling party. This idea was quickly bought by the 
opposition parties which also demanded a postponment of 
the budjet presentation untill after the state assembly 
elections. 
68. LAW UNTO himself. Times ol India; 153. 9; 1995, 
January, 11; 10. 
Hard on the heels of the I-Card issue which has 
yet to be resolved has come the election commission's 
communication to the centre that the presentation of the 
union budget be deffered till March 11 after polling has 
been completed in the five states wher assembly 
no 
elections are scheduled. The CEC's recommendation about 
the postponment of the budget is based on the 
unexceptionable premise that the imminent assembly polls 
should not be subjected to undue influences. 
69. POLL FIRST, budget later. Hindustan Times; 
71,30; 1995, January, 30; 13. 
One happy feature of the government's decision 
to put off presentation of the railway budget and the 
union budget untill after March 14, 1995 that it has 
emerged by way of a consensus between the ^.sz:. 
concerned. But for that, it would have turned out no oee 
polemical whichever way the government choose to respond 
to the chief election commissioner's proposals. 
,etc, SESHAN (TN), CODE OF CONDUCT. 
70. DHANKHAR (Jagdeep). CEC's code of misconduct. 
Times of India;5, 19; 1995, February, 12; 16. 
It was perhaps too arrest Seshan's incursions 
into the govrnment*s domain that his warning about the 
relaxation of the upper age limit for OBC candidates 
appearing for the Civil Service examination came to be 
spurned by the government. Sheshan had decreade that 
this would be treated as a substansive violation of the 
I l l 
'code of conduct'. This is no denging that Seshan has 
consiberably contained electoral malpractices - the use 
of money and muscle power. But in his enthusiasm to 
cleanse the electoral system and to acquire a hero 
image, Seshan frequently gallops across the Luxman-Rekha 
only to be appropriately driven back by the judiciary. 
71. JAIN (Minu). Seshan is watching. Sunday; 21, 46; 
19S4, November, 20-26; 13-15. 
Thanks to the election commission's stringent 
guidelines on poll expences and extensive list of dos 
and don'ts, candidates in the four states are nervously 
counting their money to states within the prescribed 
limits. And every party head quarters in delhi are 
keeping a sage distance from the scene of action, 
prefering to monitor the situation through remote 
control. Now elections are just not the same any more. 
Shorn of hype and bluster, electioneering in Goa, 
Sikkim, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh have been 
transformed into austere, no nonsense exercises. 
, - , - , ELECTION EXPENDITURE 
72. MURLIDHARAN (Sukumar). Crucial Vote: The 
Congress (I) and the assembly elections. 
Frontline;11,2 5; 1994, December, 3-16; 4-8. 
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After long years of obsequious devotion to the 
political class, Seshan today leads the revenged of 
officialdom. The Key paramater he has choden to monitor 
this time around is election expenditure. Seshan's 
recent actions display an unimstakable tendency towards 
political partnership. His strictures against Union 
Ministers Sitaran Kesri and Kalpnath Rai have been of 
dubious merit. 
, , , ELECTORAL REFORMS. 
73. ANSARI (Javed M) . Unsparing rod. India Today,-
19,23;1994, December, 15;90-91. 
Still steeped in contraversy, the CEC tightens 
the electoral reforms screws so hard that they rally 
hurt. Money and muscle power being an athema to Seshan, 
he has spared neither the politician nor the candidate, 
keeping both on a tight leash. The CEC responded to the 
government's gerenosity by sending the unambigous 
message that any violation of the ceiling would not be 
pardoned. 
, , , VOTERS, PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS, 
CHIEF MINISTER MEET 
74. VENKATESSAN (V). What's on the cards. Frontline,-
113 
11,20;1994, Sept. 24 - Oct. 7; 33-6. 
The Chief Minister's meeting held in New Delhi 
on September 12 to discuss the issue of photo-identity 
cards has predictably failed to find a way out of the 
constitutional crisis the nation is heading for if Chief 
Election Commissioner does what he says that he will not 
hold elections after January l, 1995 in the states that 
fail to provide photo identity cards to the voters by 
Novermber 30 deadline. While the states pleaded for 
phasing out the scheme, Seshan was unmoved. He held his 
ground that it was possible to meet the deadline, with 
the technology, and the resources at the naci^u's 
command. 
, ELECTION COMMISSION, CODE OF". CONDUCT. 
75. RULE TO Keep. Hindustan Times; 70,278; 1994, 
October, 7,- 13. 
There is a littel doubt that the latest 
guidelines issued by the election commission for the 
conduct of candidates and political parties raise hopes 
of a further advancement towards the objective of free 
and fair polling. More than the substance of the 
guidlines it is their source that inspires this 
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Optimism. *The set of dos and don'ts' they have been 
described however also deserve note for their own sake. 
, , ELECTION EXPENDITURE. 
76. CEILING STILL unreal. Hindustan Times .• 70, 295, 
1994, October, 24; 13. 
The enhancement of the ceiling on election 
expenditure announced by the Union government on Friday 
is good as far as it goes, but does not go far enough. 
The patently unforceable restriction has only served to 
promote the parallel economy and link it is extricably 
with political life. It has made entirely avoidable 
malpractices an accepted part of the electoral process. 
The futility of the ceiling of Rs. 50000 for assembly 
and Rs. 1.5 lakh for parliamentry elections which has 
stayed unaltered for over four decades and which amounts 
by now only to a fraction of the cost of contest has 
forced the election commission to act at last instead of 
feiging action to implement the impossible. 
, , ORDER, PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS, SUPREME 
COURT, VERDICT. 
77. VERDICT WELCOMED. Hindu; 118, 14; 1995, January, 
18; 9. 
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The across the political spectrum parties 
welcomed the Supreme Court's order today directing the 
election commission to hold elections to state 
assemblies in accordance with the announced schedule 
irrespective of the completion of the process of issuing 
identity cards to voters. But the emphasis, the nuances 
in their reactions were markedly different. Most of the 
political parties agree that photo identity cards to 
Indian citizens eligible to vote should be issued 
without discrimination. But they have different views on 
the how and when of this problem. 
-, , PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS. 
78. DOVAL (NK) . Heading for an imposse? Hindu; 118, 
2; 1995, January, 8; 9. 
Uncertainly continues to loom large over the 
supply of photo identity cards to crores of voters in 
the five states scheduled to go to the polls in February 
and March. It is felt that in view of the slow pace of 
work and the attitude of the contractors, meeting the 
new deadlines set by the election commission will not be 
possible. Statements furnished to the commission by the 
officials from the states it is evident that loo percent 
coverage would not be possible even by the extended 
deadlines. 
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, ELECTION FORECAST, CONGRESS - I DEFEAT, 
EFFECT, POLITICAL FUTURE. 
79. KATYAL (KK) . Congress (I)'s convulsion. Hindu; 
118, 1; 1995, January 2; 8. 
The February polls will be crucial to the 
congress (I) . Its outcome is certain to shape the events 
not only in the immediate context but also in the run up 
to the Lok Sabha elections a year late of the four r?ajor 
states. Bihar, Orissa, Gujrat and Maharashtra. The 
Cohgress (I) is in power in the last two states, while 
the provincial Chieftains of the Janata Dal with a 
nominal allegiance to the tetanous central authority 
control the other two. An improvement or a set back will 
not mean just the gain or loss of the state concerned 
but a heavy fallout at the national level. 
, ELECTION ISSUE, PROHIBITION. 
80. SANGHVI (Vir). Prohibition and populism. Sunday; 
22, 12; 1995, March, 19-25; 8-9. 
Now 47 years after Gandhiji's assassination the 
wheel has tunned full circle. Sunday, prohibition is the 
flavour of the month. N.T. Rama Rao won his election in 
Andhra by promising to even ban liquour. Biju Patnaik 
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has made a similar promise in Orissa and even Sharad 
Pawar is on record as saying that he is all for the idea 
if the people of Maharashtra so desire. 
, RESERVATIONS 
81. MITTA (Manoj). Reservations: Racketeering in 
quotas. India Today,- 19, 21; 1994, November, 
15; 90-92. 
Shamelessly abused by vote-hungry politicians, 
reservations, often work against those they were 
intended to help. Reservation is a proven vote catcher, 
attempts to reform the system are not. Refonns carry 
the risk of annoying the abusers or being misconstrued 
by the deserving-are therefore an exercise that Indian 
politicians can be least expected to advocate. Thus left 
to the mercy of unfettered democracy, the reservation 
policy's abuses go on unchecked. In many states, 
advanced castes are being declaredd OBCs for their 
votes. 
, ELECTION RESULTS, CONGRESS-I, 
82. RAO (N Ramanedha), Elections '95: Cassandras 
proved wnong.Current Topics: 21, 5; 1995, 
May; 314-15. 
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Those who have predicted that the Congress party 
would be traunced in the recent assembly elections must 
bave been greatly surprised. Some others who are 
interpreting the results of these elections as defeat of 
the Congress would do well the Congress would have given 
a better account of itself if it had not been plagued by 
the problems like groupism and dissension with in the 
party, charges of corruptin and links with criminals and 
with this it had to face the combined strenght of Shiv 
Sena and BJP. 
, , , DEFEAT. 
83. DIMENSIONS OF Victory. Janata: 49, 34; 1994, 
December, 18; 1-2. 
The results of the recent elections to 
assemblies in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Sikkim and Goa 
have led to landslide defeat of the Congress (I) with 
the only exception in Goa where the poll has resulted in 
hung assembly. The election results particularly in the 
Southern states of karnataka and Andhra have amply 
demonstrated that electoral support to parties is a 
complex function of several variables. There are 
negative as well as positive aspects of the electoral 
verdict. 
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,BUDGET, EFFECT. 
84. VOTES V reforms. Organiser; 46, 34; 1995, March, 
26; 2. 
The pathetic rout of the congress in two 
important states and the writing on the wall has hed its 
cascading effect on the Finace Minister, forcing him to 
come out in all prudence with a budget which appears to 
be voter friendly. For the Finance Minister who promised 
to bring down the prices with in a hundred days of 
assuming office, populism is neither new nor difficult 
to indulge in. The reform process initiated by Manmohan 
Singh, at beit due to the pressure of global economy, 
has failed to transform the infrastructure sector into a 
resource earning unit. 
, , ,- , EFFECT ON GENERAL 
ELECTIONS. 
35. SAXENA (Rashmi )arJiBHELARI (Kanhaiah) and VYAS 
(Mukesh) . Suspending strategy. Week,- 13, l-, 
1995, February, 5; 36-7. 
The poll results will tell whether Narsimha Rao 
is really the man who can lead his party to victory in 
the general elections due in 1996. Should the Congress 
lose badly, especially in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa 
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and Bihar it will set in motion a realignment in the 
party, beginning with the search for a new leader. 
-, , , , EFECT ON NARSIMHA RAO 
(PV) . 
86. MONIKA MADAN. Post poll image of Rao. Democratic 
world; 24, 8; 1995, April; 16-30; 7-8. 
The victories of the BJP and BJP - Shiv Sena 
combine in Gujrat and Maharashtra respectively have not 
made any irreparable dent on the standing of Narsimha 
Rao. In the last assembly elections, Rao had persc-Tll 
campaigned in Andhra and karnataka and tL:^  j.eb^ ...cs ^ria^^ 
shocked him. But the recent elections have not thrown up 
the Congress as a total cropper. Orissa has returned a 
Congress (I) government. The party's victory is a 
testimony to Rao's leadership. Maharashtra has returned 
the Congress as the single larlgest party. This is no 
mean achievement. 
, ELECTORAL VERDICT, 
87. ELECTORAL VERDICT. Janata;50. 8; 1995, March, 
2 6; 4 - 5 . 
After the first round of assembly elections, 
almost unanimous reaction of various factions in the 
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Congress (I) was that the party was not able to dispel 
the general feeling among the people that the new 
economic policy of the Congress (I) was anti poor. The 
complacent congress (I) leaders ignored several 
complementary factors that contribute to the erosion of 
the Congress (I)'s electoral support. Its corrupt image 
in the minds of the people had antagonised the voters. 
The issues of corruption, criminalisation of politics 
and the post Babri Masjid demolition situation palyed a 
decisive role in the pattern of electoral results. 
^ , ^ DEFEAT, SOUTH. 
88. AGHA (Zafar) . Cooking his own goose. India 
Today;19. 24; 1994, December, 31; 58-60. 
Rao cannot put the maximum possible distance 
between himself and the losses in Sikkim, Karnataka and 
particularly his home state Andhra Pradesh. He sealed 
off all escape routes when he made the mistake of 
linking his personal prestige with these elections. As a 
result he was trapped when it become clear that he had 
been thrown out of his own backyard. He himself was 
responsible for the electorate rejecting him in South. 
89. INDIAN VOTERS revolt. Economist;333• 7894; 1994, 
December, 17; 25-6. 
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The chance of the Indian Prime Minister having 
the courage to push on with his half finished economic 
reforms look Slimmer after his Congress party received a 
drubbing in four state elections. One view attributes 
Congress's failure to the voters anger at corruption 
Congress has a filthy reputation. A second theory 
attributes Congress's troubles to shifts in voting 
blicks. Muslims and untouchables, traditional Congress 
supporters have now deserted it. Third threory holds 
that govrernment' s economic reforms have hurt the poor 
who have therefore struck back. 
, , , , NARSIMHA RAO (PV) , 
EFFECT. 
90. THAKUR (Janardan) . End of the road for Rao? 
think again. Asian Age;2, 3 6; 19 94, March, 
24; 8. 
Congress defeat in this round of Assembly 
elections would be the final blow that would knock Prime 
Minister P.V. Narsimha Rao out of power. Indeed, Rao 
seemed to have more than made up for the party's losses 
by the gains to his own position. Bihar still remains to 
be last but that in any case was already an alien 
territory for the Congress when Narsimha Rao took over 
and gains that the party is about to register in the 
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state would only add to his muscle. And what was no less 
than manna for the face of those asking for his head 
because he could never lead them to victory at polls. 
, VOTERS WARNING, 
91. HUMILIATING DEFEAT. Nation and the World;3, 78; 
1995, January, 1; 7-8. 
The election results from the four states of 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Sikkim and Goa are nothing 
short of a no-confidence vote against the Congress 
misrule both at the centre and in the staces, .^.- a 
warning of inpending disaster. What happened this time? 
Two clear trends are discernible the-gradual decline of 
the Congress party, its transformation from a party of 
the people led by honest, upright servents of the people 
to one of power crazy political opportunists and 
sycophants. Besides loosing touch with the people it 
also lost its ideological moorings. 
, , , EFFECT. 
92. RATTAN (Kamaljeet) . Congress down, but this is 
just another battle lost. Economic Times;34, 
248, 1994, December, 12. 
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Post election punditry in the media and in the 
opposition parties see the rout of the Congress in the 
Assembly elections as the beginning of the end of the 
party. But the Congress is the country's largest 
surviving party and has been battered several times in 
post independent elections. But it has always managed to 
restructure and re-emerge as a winning combination. The 
election results do not mark an end of the Congress they 
stress the fact that the Indian democracy is maturing, 
it is the will of the people that matters more with 
every election. 
, , EFFECT, BUDGET, UNION, POPULIST. 
93. BACK TO Populism. Fact For You; 16, 10; 1995, 
April; 8-11. 
The central budget for 1995-96 presented to the 
Lok Sabha by the finance minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, 
bore scars of Congress (I) defeat in the state elections 
of A.P, karnataka, Maharashtra and Gujarat. The fina..ce 
minister described the budget as one having two tracks 
the reforms as well as the anti poverty programme. 
Surely, the reforms process has been some what stalled 
and the populist measures taken in the budget are 
designed to bring back voters among the poor to the 
congress fold. 
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94. CHOPRA (SP) . Elections and the central budget. 
Fact For You:16. 10; 1995, April; 7. 
Why the Congress (I) lose in the state elections 
of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 
Some politicians in this country believes that the 
people in these states had humbled the Congress-I party 
because of the un-popularity of the new policy of 
liberalisation of the economy. In an election year no 
government belonging to what ever party would dare to 
present a harsh budget-a budget which is a necessity 
keeping in view the long term growth of the economy. 
This is exactly what had happened in the central dudg-*-
as well as in the railway budget for 1995-96. 
, RAILWAY BUDGET, POPULIST, 
95. VOTERS FRIENDLY budget. Facts For You;16, 10; 
1995, April; . 12-4. 
The Railway Budget for 1995-96 was brozenly a 
populist budget. This was the last Railway budget of the 
P.V. Narsimha Rao's government in the centre which had 
been chastened by the defeat of the Congress (I) party 
in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
Mr. Jaffer Sharief, was hardly able to correctly read 
out the budget speech in the Lok Sabha could not conceal 
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the fact that he had been ordered by the Prime Minister 
to present a voter-friendly budget. 
, , FORECAST, POLL PUNDITS. 
96. POLLS AND Pundits. Times ofIndia; 158, 33; 1995, 
February, 8; 10. 
Elections everywhere are always a bit of gamble, 
eluding easy predictions and revailing even more 
parameters then the mansoon modle. Some argue that 'the 
uncertainity principle has been augmented since the CEC 
took matters into his hands and reduced the jazz into 
jassmatazz'. Mr. Seshan himself is an expert astroloc^ 
and is as good at reading planatary coajuct^ .' 
rising a peremptory finger at dubious political deeds. 
, , POLITICAL PARTIES, EFFECT. 
97. PRIME MINISTER Wins? New Wave;24. 34; 1995, 
April, 2; 4. 
The assembly election results have come and the 
Prime Minister, Mr. Narsimha Rao is surely in the 
saadle. The loss of Gujarat was more than made up by an 
electoral victory in Orissa and the Maharashtra defeat 
was more a defeat for Mr. Sharad Pawar's future 
aspirations than a defeat for the Prime Minister. The 
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results have infact revived, the BJP, given a setback to 
the National Front and the Janata Dal. 
, , SHOCK TO SECULARISTS. 
98. KANTHAKA. Saffron surge: is/ow and then. RADICAL 
HUMANIST;59. 2; 1995, May; 15-20. 
The recent assembly election results have come 
as a shock to the secularist who thought the written the 
power of non communal elements in the Madhya Pradesh, 
Utter Pradesh and Himachal signalled a permanent return 
to sanity and sobrity. The media has been alwaysing the 
results and trying to formulate a congent theory to 
explain the debacle of secularist. 
, , THIRDFORCE, EMERGENCE 
99. SHOURIE (Arun) . Day of the second force: the 
price of power is defeat. Asian Age;2, 3 0; 
1995, March, 17; 8. 
In every state which has gone to the polls, the 
people have shown how fade up they are with the party 
that was in power. To defeat it they have turn 
decisively to whichever party or grouping was available 
in that prticuler state. The first factor explains the 
drubbing that the ruling party has received in each 
state. The second explains the erasure of third forces 
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in state after the state-the BJP in Andhra Pradesh, 
Congress in Karnataka, the 13-party secular front in the 
Maharashtra. 
, , VOTE FOR CHANGE. 
100. SURENDERA MOHAN. Recent electoral trends. 
Janata;50. 8; 1995, March, 26; 6-7. 
The general elections in the five states of Mani 
Pur, Arunachal, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Orissa have 
confirmed the trends of public mandates. The ruling 
parites have been voted out or had to depend on 
independents and defactors for remaining in power. These 
elections have also bought out the fact that in judging 
the political parties, the voters have stongly voted for 
change and have brought into power any party which 
appeared to them viable enough to replace the party that 
was in power. 
, VOTERS, 
101. MERCHANT (Minhaz). Save econimic reforms from 
populist compulsions Asian Age,- 2, 34; 
1995, March, 22; 8. 
Indian voters know a bad deal when they see 
one. In every major state in the recent momths, in 
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competent governments have been unseated. The message is 
chillingly clear-, proform or prish. In Maharashtra 
Sharad Pawar's Congress lost because it was widely 
preceivd as corrupt. In Gujarat, the Congress did even 
worse, its reputation tattered by nepotism and Castism. 
In Orissa, the Janata Dal was routed because voters saw 
it as inffcetual and tainlld compared even to the 
previously disgraced of JB Patnaik's Congress. 
, , VOTERS DECISION. 
102. ELECTIONS 1995: Portends of the future. 
Competition • Master;36, 10, 1995, May; 45- 3. 
The results of the elections in the four states 
of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa and Bihar have shown a 
clear verdict in favour of the interests of the majority 
of the population. The mandate is clearly for a cleaner 
alternative. The people have shown a political maturity 
and shrewdness, providing many predictions wrong. They 
have punished the rulers for their lack of 
accountability and persuing goals that are not 
beneficial for the poor. 
, , VOTERS, SECULAR CONSCIOUSNESS. 
103. VENKATA RAO (L) CPI reviews AP assembly 
elections. New Age; 43, 2; 1995, January 8-14; 
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12. 
The state council reviewed the results of the 
assembly elections. The council took it as an example of 
the state people's secular consciousness that they 
reduced the seats of BJP from six to three and the BJP 
could save deposits in only nine cocnstituencies. The 
BJP could save deposits on only one seat. It is the 
accumulated discontent of the people that defeated the 
Congress. The corrupt Congress lost credibility and the 
people penalised. 
, ELECTORAL REFORMS 
104. MAHESH PRASHAD. Electoral reforms: International 
solution must be found out. Prout;6, 3 9; 
1995, June, 24-30; 24-6. 
Providing identity cards to voters, ensuming 
their free access to polling booths, prevention of 
misuse of govt machinary or curb of conspicuous 
expenditure alone will not do. Something concrete, 
positive, revolutionary will have to be done. Since 
every thing is connected with the other; nothing can be 
achieved in isolation; amendments in election system, 
alone will not be enough. The entire chain of provisions 
needs to be overhauled. 
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, GOA and SIKKIM, PEACEFUL ELECTIONS, PREPARATIONS. 
105. GOA, SIKKIM ready for foils. Statesman.-137. 271; 
1994, November, 16; 9. 
Polling for the Goa and Sikkim assemblies will 
be held today where 1.019 million voters will decide the 
fate of 496 candidates for the 72 seats in the two 
states. Security measures have been beefed up in both 
the states to ensure peaceful polling. Counting will 
take place on December 9. In Goa, besides taking 
necessary steps for maintaining law and order to ensure 
that polls were conducted in a peaceful manner, the 
authorities had rounded up over 200 anti social 
elements. They were released on bail after obtaining a 
bond of good behaviour. 
, GOA, CEC, SESHAN (TN) , CODE OF CONDUCT. 
106. MADAN MOHAN. Sober compaign. Front line;11, 25; 
1994, December, 3-16; 17. 
Goa where loquor usually flows almost as freely 
as water, went bone-dry for five days in November. The 
reason was the EC's strict enforcement of the model code 
of conduct for the November 16 Assembly electinon in the 
state. Electioneering was carried out on a sober note, 
literally and figuratively. All bars, pubs and tavernas 
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were served orders banning the sale of liquor during the 
dry period. At the compaign office of the former Chief 
Minister Ravi Naik multi coloured posters were pasted 
inside the office not outside. 
- , , ELECTIONNS, FORECAST, MAHARASHTRAWADI 
GOMAN TAK PARTY, HIGH STAKES. 
107. HIGH STAKES in Goa. Hindustan Times ;70 , 3L: ,-
1994, October, 31; 13. 
As the traditional rivals the congress and the 
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party battle is out to decide 
who should rule Goa next the advantage seems to lie with 
the MGP thanks to the alliance it has forged with the 
BJP. Robbed of its traditional planks of Marathi 
supermacy and merger with Maharashtra, and MGP realise 
the Wisdom of teaming up with the BJP to ensure that the 
anti-Congress Hindu votes donot get split. The alliance 
has also stolen a march over the Congress in the 
finalisation of the constituencies they are to share, 
the selection of the candidates and the compaign launch. 
, , , RESULTS, CONGRESS-I, WINNER. 
108. RATTANANAI (Lekha). Old story. India Today,-19, 
24; 1994, December, 31; 88. 
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Goa have saved some scraps of diginity for a 
tattered Congress(I) but these are looking fairly 
fragile too. With the Congress(I) winning 18 seats, the 
tiny holiday state is back where it was five years ago, 
faced with a government that must be cabbled to gather 
with outside support. 
, , POLITICAL PARTIES. 
109. J^ADAN MOHAN (M) . Goa: looking for stabilit:y. 
Frontline;11, 23, 1994, November, 5-18; 35. 
In Goa the main players are again same the 
ruling Congress(I) and the Maharashtrawadi Gomantak 
Party. The only difference this time is the entry of the 
BJP and Shiv Sena to create constituency for themselves 
in Goa where polarisation of votes on communal lines has 
been the main factor of political life. There is 
eupharia over the alliance at the top, but this has not 
procolated down in some cases. A number of rebels have 
entered the fray. The BSP is also making its debut m 
Goa. It would be interesting to watch whether any party 
will emerge with a clear mandate. 
, , WAITING FOR RESULTS. 
110. MADAN MOHAN (M) . Goa: Waiting for surprises. 
Front Line; 11, 24; 1994, Nov-Dec. , 19-2; 16-1"'. 
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In Goa the excitement is over and the waiting 
has begun . The state went to the polls on November 16 
but the counting will begin on December 9. The wait is 
gnawing, in view of the issues involved. From the 
National point of view, the Goa experiment would 
determine the success of BJP's designs to extend its 
Hindutva plank South of the Vindhyas. Under the watchful 
eyes of the election commission, the poll process was 
insulated from the influence of money and muscle pov.-er. 
The ballot boxes will offer lots of surprises. 
, GUJARAT and MAHARASHTRA, ELECTION COMPAIGN, ANTI 
MULSIM TIRADES. 
111. GANGULI (Amulya) . Echoes of godse.- VHP ^  3 
election compaign. Times of India.-153, 37; 
1995, February, 13; 12. 
Mr. Bal Thackeray was forced by EC's directive 
to escheew his customary anti Muslim tirades during the 
election campaign in Maharashtra, this restriction on 
the Sangh Paribar's rhetoric and Sadhvis of the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad. 
- , , POLITICAL PARTIES, BHARATIYA JANATA 
PARTY, POPULIST PROMISES. 
112. GHIMIRE (Yubraj). Brimming with hope. India 
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Today;19. 5; 1995, March, 1-15, 76-7. 
In the past 15 months BJP has constantly 
redefine its parameters of eletoral success form 
increasing its stake in the vote to forming a government 
on its own. Today, the BJP is brimming with confidence 
that it will capture the country's two most industrially 
developed states, Maharashtra and Gujarat and also 
improve its position in Bihar and Orissa. BJP is 
focussing on populist promises instead of religious 
sentiment as the party morale soars. 
, , ^ ELECTION ISSUE, TADA. 
113. TIME TO act. Times Of India/ 153 . 11; 1995, 
January, 13; 12. 
It is no mere coincidence that parties as BJP, 
Congress and Mulayam Singh Yadav's Samajwadi Janata 
Party have all chosen to express concern about the need 
to review to Terrorist and Diruptive Activities Act. 
With elections in five states just around the corner, 
there is little doubt that TADA will be a highly emotive 
issue particularly in Gujarat which has registered the 
highest number of detenus and in Maharashtra where 
blatant misuse of the Act has led to widespread 
resentment among the Muslims. 
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, GUJARAT, CODE OF CONDUCT, CEC, SESHAN (T N) 
114. BHATT (Arunkumar) . Enter the old warhorse? 
Hindu;118, 1; 1995, January, 1; 9-
Any number of election commission observers 
posted to detect the abuse of cast and religion in the 
assembly elections and the chief election commissioner, 
Mr. T.N. Seshan's threat to counter election on that 
count woul not be able to check sectarian strategies in 
the highly polarised state of Gujarat where the ruling 
Congress(I) is preparing to raise its once successfull 
KHAM front - Kshatriya, Harijan, Adivasi and Muslim and 
the BJP is honing its Hindutva card on the stone of 
economic woes to win the elections. 
, , POLITICAL PARTIES, CONGRESS-I and 
BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY, MAIN RIVELS 
115. SANGHVI(Vijay). Congress and BJP, evenly 
matched.Secular Democracy ••2 3 , 10; 1995, January; 
19-20, 
The electoral battle between the Indian National 
Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party for the Gujarat 
assembly is a fight between the two evenely matched 
politial forces and both suffer from several political 
informities. The lessons from the two rounds of the 
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assembly elections in the North and South are clear. The 
anti-establishment mood is growing among the masses. 
There is wide-spread insistence of visible 
accountability from their elected representatives . 
, , , CONGRESS-I, CANDIDATES, LIST, 
GROUPISM 
116. GROUPISM AFFECTS Congress list for 
Gui arat. Hindu; 118 . 9; 1995, January, 10; 9. 
The extent of divisions among the various 
Congress groups in Gujarat was evident from the fact 
that the central leader ship could not finalise the list 
of party candidates till this afternoon. The end resu t 
is that no group has walked away with the lion's share 
and no group is particulary exited about facing the 
elctoral battle next month. 
, RESULTS, BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY, WINNER 
117. SEEDS OF discord in Gujarat.Asian Age;2, 31; 
1995, March, 19; 8. 
The BJP will savour it victory in Gujarat for 
many reasons. The first is the sale of the saffron sweep 
and decimation of the Congress(I). A Maharashtra type 
results in Gandhi Nager would have woried the party, 
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given the propensity of the state members of legislative 
assembly to line up before the highest bidder. Neither 
does it have to share power with the other Hindutva 
factions as the BJP in Gujarat has effectively 
assemilated most of the cast groupings into its fold. 
Mr. Advani will be happy to have an affluent 3taL2 
under his control before the next general elections and 
out side the Hindi belt. 
, VOTERS 
118. EYELESS IN Gujarat.Times of Inida:15 8, 30; 1995, 
February, 4; 12 . 
Voters appear to be the only one's who are 
enjoying the limelight as a record number of 2,545 
candidates seek their favour to rule the industrialised, 
prosperous state of Gujarat after the assembly polls due 
on February 2 0 and 25. 
, PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS 
119. POLLS SCENE in Guiarat.Hindu;118. 3; 1995, 
January, 4; 8. 
The assembly poll in Guj arat-its being held on 
20th and 25th February 1995 as per the revised schedule 
is critically dependent on the state government 
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honouring its committment on completing the work of 
issuing identity cards to voters by February 15th. 
Hectic confabulation are on among political parties of 
all sizes and hues to forge alliances. 
, KARNATAKA, BANGLORE, URDU NEWS BULLETIN, 
CONTROVERSY 
120. MENDONCA (Sandhya). Mind your 
1 anguage . Sunday ,-21, 42; 1994, October, 23-
9; 34-5, 
When the Union information and broadcasting 
ministry okayed that telecast of a 10 minutes Urdu newa 
bulletin on the regional Bangalore Doordarshan with an 
eye to the minority votes in Karnataka, it has sadly 
underestimated the sentiments of a vast of mojority of 
the Kannada people. In the end, the boomeranged, 
Banglore erupted in flames and atleast 30 people lost 
their lives in the rioting that continued for nearly a 
week. The violence has badly damage the prospects of 
Chief Minister Veerappa Molly's Congress in the 
forthcoming polls. 
, CEC, SESHAN (T N), CODE OF CONDUCT 
121. MENON (Parvathi). Good conduct.Frontline;11, 25; 
1994, December, 3-16; 10-11. 
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It is not merely the strict enforcement of the 
election law that distinguishes the latest elections 
from previous ones in Karnataka, it is also the wide 
acceptability these measures have found among public, 
administration, candidates and political parties. The 
major impact of these set of measures has been to curb 
election expenditure and to keep it within the Rs. 1.35 
lakh that each candidate is permitted to spend. Today it 
has become politically in correct to criticise T.N. 
Seshan who is perceived as the author of the model code 
of conduct during elections. 
, , ELECTION EXPENSES, LIMIT, CEC, SESHAN 
(T N), ORDER 
122. JOSHI (Charu Lata). On the audit trail.India 
Today; 19, 23; 1994, December, 15; 91-5. 
The election commission's bid to trim poll 
expenses bears fruit. Seshan's order has made candidates 
worry of over spending. If proved guilty, it will result 
in the candidates disqualification. Karnataka has 116 
observers to check expenses and ensure that the 
candidates do not exceed the prescribed Rs. 1.35 lakh 
limit. 
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, ELECTION RESULTS, ANALYSIS 
123. PINTO (Ambrose). Karnataka assembly electins: An 
overview.Economic and Political Weekly; 29, 5 3; 
1994, December, 31; 3309-11. 
An analysis of the Karnataka election results 
brings out that a number of purely political factors 
significantly affected the out come. The quality of 
leadership, leadership choices, ideology of the party, 
dominent political institutions, the party system and 
legislature executive relations played an important role 
in the Congress party's defeat. 
, MUSLIM VOTE, ANTI CONGRESS 
124. DAKSHINAMURTHY (K N) . Congress can not be 
complacent.Hinduatan Times;70, 287; 1994, 
October, 16; 13. 
The anti Urdu Bulletin violence in Karnataka 
indicates that the battle of the ballot will be fiercely 
fought. But the Muslim community which was once regarded 
as the votebank of the Congress is now apparently in a 
fix. They were disgusted with all political parties for 
viewaing as a voting block. But with the need of having 
to choose from among them in an election, the Muslim 
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mood at least in Bangalore is to go for the Janata Dal 
and to some extent with Mr. Bangarappa. 
, POLITICAL PARTIES 
125. MENON (Parvathi) and SHARMA (Ravi) and 
KRISHNASWAMY (Chetan). Waveless in 
Karnataka. Frontline,-11, 24; 1994, November 19-
December 2,- 21-4. 
In Karnataka the main features of the elections 
the issues involved and the broad trends of in voter 
preferences have become clearer as parties and 
individual candidates enter the final and most intense 
phase of the campaign. Even at this last stage there is 
no perceptibal wave either in favour of or against any 
party, leading to the wide spead anticipation of a hung 
assembly. Congress-1 which faces the polls with an image 
tarnished by its poor performance in government, will 
suffer an erosion of its vote base. 
, CONGRESS-I 
126. GAURI LANKESH. Moily in a muddle . Sunday.-21. 45; 
1994, November, 13-9; 39-41, 
The Congress prospects are bleak in Karnataka. 
Even the most optimistic predictions say that the 
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Congress going to polls for the first time under 
Narsimha Rao's president ship would be lucky to form 
government. If the party goes under, Rao's leadership 
might be challenge. The party has only itself to blame 
for the present state of affairs. If Karnataka is 
proving to be rotton egg for Rao, it is because the 
Congress appears to be much the same for the electorate. 
, , , ELECTION CAMPAIGN, NO MAJOR 
ISSUES 
127. LISTLESS CAMPAIGN.Statesman;137 . 2 7 3; 1594, 
November, 18; 6. 
With the karnataka assembly election not 
throwing up issues, politicians in the state resemble 
sales man without a sales proposition. There is little 
to choose among the Congress(I), Janata Dal, the BJP and 
the Karnataka Congress Party. There is little to 
distinguish the Congress (I) and the Dal apart from the 
epidemic of corruption in the former, of which the 
latter is relatively free as long as it is in the 
opposition. 
, --, , INFIGHTING 
128. RAI (Saritha) and SARDANA (Nandita). Bluster all 
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around.India Today;19, 22, 1994, November, 30; 
67-74. 
In Karnataka there have been three chief 
ministers since election to the state assembly were last 
held. But while the exists of M. Channa Reddy and 
Janardhana Reddy were atleast made to look honourable m 
Karnataka, Veerendra Patil and S. Bangarappa were 
virtually hounded out of office by the highcommand. The 
BJP made spectacular gains in the state in just two 
years incrasing its vote percentage from 2.6 % in the 
1989 assembly elections to 28.7 % in the 1991 Lok Sabha 
polls tut since then the monumentum has slowed down. The 
other parties too are facing the problem of infighting. 
, - , , PREPARING FOR POLLS 
129. MENON (Parvathi). Karnataka: High stakes. Front 
Line;11, 23; 1994, November, 5-18; 31-3. 
Even as the political contestants in Karnataka 
were in the final stages of screening and selecting 
candidates the emerging picture showed the four major 
parties, Congress(I), Janata Dal, BJP and the Karnataka 
Congress Party led by former chief minister S. 
Bangarappa would contest all the 224 assembly seats. Any 
assessment of the relative strenghts of the parties 
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before the nominations are filed, election manifestos 
released and electioneering is launched in right earnest 
can be partial. But it is clear that the stakes are high 
for all the major parties. 
- , , , PROSPECTS, BHARATIYA JANATA 
PARTY 
130. NAIR (Janaki). Lurching to the right : Karnacaka 
and the BJP. Economic and Political Weekly,- 29, 
53; 1994, December, 31; 3308-09, 
The most optimistic way in which the BJP succes? 
in Karnataka may be read is as a stabilisatic- o-^  -•^-
electoral prostects of the party in the state. In fact, 
the prospects of further expension of the BJP base in 
the state are by no means eslhausted. 
, , WAITING FOR RESULTS 
131. SHARMA (Ravi). Cool in Karnataka.Frontline;11, 
23; 1994, December, 3-16; 8-10. 
A chill wind whistles along Karnataka's 
political coridors these days. With elections to the 
10th state assembly having concluded, the parties are in 
a state of limbo, waiting to see which way the 
electoral dice rolls. The fear of Central election 
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observers drawn from as far a field as the incom tax 
department scrutinising the poll expenditure promoted 
uncharacteristic austerity on the candidates part and 
restricted the resort to money power. 
, MAHARASHTRA and GUJARAT, ELECTION FORECAST, 
CONGRESS-I, EFFECT ON FUTURE 
132. ENGINEER (Asghar Ali). Muslim vote in 
Maharashtra. Hindu • 118, 15; 1995, January, 19; 8. 
In Maharashtra and Gujarat if the Congress loses 
power in the forth comming elections Mr. Rao's position 
will be weakened and this will have =^ =^ rious 
implications. The Congress may lose power at "he centre 
also. Also, much depends on the behaviour of the Muslim 
voters. The general assumption is that the Muslims have 
been a traditional votebank for the Congress and their 
alienation from Congress can mar its future. As far as 
the Muslims are concerned the general trend in 
Maharashtra is in favour of the third force. But the 
problem is whether the thirdforce will stick together. 
, MAHARASHTRA, BOMBAY, ANTI CONGRESS, MUSLIMS 
133. ENGINEER (Irfan). Politics of Muslim 
votebank.Economic and Political Weekly;30. 4; 1995, 
January, 28; 197-200, 
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A survey of Muslims in Bombay brings out the strong 
anti Congress sentiments prevailing in the community. 
Irrespective of the Ulema Council's directive, a 
majority of the Muslims are for an alliance with the 
backwards. 
, CEC, SESHAN (T N) , CODE OF CONDUCT 
134. RIGHT DENIED.Times of India;153 . 42; 1995, 
February, 18; 12. 
Instead of threatening remedial actions against 
the Maharashtra chief minister, Mr. Sharad Pawar for his 
remarks on the over enthusias of some officials m 
implementing the model code of conduct during the recent 
state elections, Mr. T.N. Seshan would do well to 
explain the deprolable performance of the election 
commission in respect of the citizen's right to vote in 
Bombay. The chief election commissioner has chosen to 
maintain a studied silence on the debacle of thousands 
of Bombay's citizens being denied the exercise of their 
franchise is both uncharacteristic and unpardonable. 
, ^ ^ ELECTION RESULTS, BJP-SHIV SENA 
ALLIANCE, VICTORY 
135. NOORANI (Asif). Fear and loathing in Bombay. 
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Herald;26. 4; 1995, April; 105-7. 
Bombay is once again in the eye of the storm, 
following the comming to power of a virulentry 
communalist force in the state of Maharashtra. Last 
months assembly elections saw the Congress routed in the 
state, with the Shiv Sena-BJP combine sweeping to an 
unprecedented victory. In Maharashtra BJP had to seek an 
electoral alliance with the militant communal and ethric 
party Shiv Sena which had engineered the bloody anti 
Muslim riots of 1993 . 
, MUSLIMS, NATIONALITY, PROOF 
136. BAVDAM (Lyla). Letter bombs. Sunday: .^, -±^, 
1994, October, 9-15; 12-3 
It was supposed to be a routine exercise before 
the elections. But when it became public knowledge, the 
incident generated a lot of controversy in Bombay. It 
all began when the Bombay police sent out letters to 
selected residents of the city asking them to prove 
their nationality. Nothing wrong with that since Bombay 
is home to many illegal immigrants. The only problem was 
that all those who received the letters happened to be 
Muslims. 
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, NATIONALITY, PROOF, SUPREME COURT, 
VERDICT 
137. ALIENS IN our midst .Times of India; 158. 33; 
1995, February, 8; 10 
In restoring the voting rights of the more than 
40,000 citizens whoes names have been deleted from the 
Bombay voters list on the suspicion that they were 
foreigners, the Supreme Court has shown its awareness of 
the ground realities. The reason why the deletions were 
criticised was the element of arbitrariness, even of 
witch-hunting, that hand seemingly vitiated the 
exercise. 
- , , BUDGET, POSTPONEMENT, CEC, SESHAN (TN) 
138. SETHI (Lalit) . T.N. Seshan^s bluff and 
bluster.Prout; 6, 21; 1995, February, 18-24; 17-
The latest proposal of the election commission 
that the presentation of the Railway and central 
budgets should be posponed untill March 11 when polling 
will be over in Maharashtra, has raised eyebrows all 
over the country. Constitutional experts see no 
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precedent or reason for it. Has Mr. Seshan tried do 
challenge the sovereign status of parliament. 
, ^ ELECTION FORECAST, BJP-SHIV SENA 
ALIANCE, UNCERTAIN WIN 
139. HINDU MISMARRIAGE.Statesman;13 7. 276; 1994, 
November, 2 2; 8. 
The marriage of convenience between the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and the Shiv Sena brokered by Mr. 
L.K. Advani for the Maharashtra assembly election is 
unlikely to achieve much. The two parties seem unable to 
cope with the caste and community configuration of Mr. 
Sharad Pawar. Mr. Bal Thakeray's organisation strikes 
terror among the Dalits and the minorities, both Muslims 
and Buddhists, even as it remains an anathema to 
enlightened Maharashtrians. 
, VICTORY 
140. BALAKRISHNAN (S). Sena exudes confidence on poll 
eve.Times of India;153, 33; 1995, February, 8; 
11. 
Leaders of the Shiv Sena BJP are in an upbeat 
mood followling psephological forecasts that the 
alliance stands a good chance of winning a majority in 
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the comming assembly elections in Maharashtra. However, 
the going is not likely to be smooth for the Hindutva 
combine. There are also deferences between the Sena and 
the BJP on issues such as the demand for a separate 
state of Vidarabha. 
141. MALHOTRA (Inder). Political commentary: A poll 
focused on Pawar.Times of India;153, 40; 1995, 
February, 16; 12, 
Since there is no way of avoiding prolonged 
suspense over the out come of the assembly election in 
Maharashtra, there is bound to be much speculation over 
the verdict. The sealed ballot boxes will not yield 
their secrets untill March 11. But there are few for the 
confident claims of out right victory by the main two 
rivals the Congress and the Shiv Sena - BJP alliance. 
, CONGRESS-I, DEFEAT 
142. BHADKAMKAR (Ulka). Party^s best bet.Pioneer;4, 
348; 1994, December, 18; 9. 
As the most industrialised state of the country 
Maharashtra is a milk cow the Congress can 
hardly efford to lose. A loss here would be 
disastrous. A defeat for the Congress in the 
impending polls would also shatter chief 
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minister Sharad Pawar^s dream of becomming Prime 
Minister. The one advantage the Congress enjoys 
is that Maharashtra has no equivalent of the 
Telegu Desam. The main opposition comes from 
the BJP Shiv Sena alliance. 
, , , SINGH (V P) And KANSHI RAM, 
INFLUENCE, THIRD FORCE 
143. THIRD FORCE.Times of India;153, 4; 1995, 
January, 5; 12. 
Announcement by V.P. Singh and rvaiioiii ..aui .n.. c^  
recently united third force comprising 17 non Congress 
and non Hindutva parites will contest the assembly 
elections in Maharashtra could herald a change in the 
political equations that now prevail in the state. If 
the results should yield a hung assembly, the third 
force could go play crucial role in determining the 
composition of the new government. 
, ---, MUSLIM VOTE BANK, ANTI CONGRESS 
144. SANTHOSH KUMAR (V K). Voters with a 
vengeance.Week;13. 7; 1995, February, 5; 31. 
The Muslims constitute one fifth of the 
electorate in Maharashtra. This time hurt by the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid, the riots in Bombay and 
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the TADA excesses they are out to defeat the Congress. 
The Muslims have no powerfull party or leader to represt 
them. Wahid Ali, president of the Muslim Social welfare 
organisation, Aman committee says, " We dont mind if the 
Sena BJP ombine wins. The Congress will be defeated at 
any cost. 
,OBC*S, POLITICAL AWARENESS 
145. DATE (Vidyadhar) . OBC's dalits to play crucial 
role in Maharashtra polls.Times of India;158, 6: 
1995, January, 7; 13, 
There are several reasons why the other backward 
casts, OBC's and the Dalits will play a more prominent 
role in next months Maharashtra assembly elections than 
they did in 1990. For one, the OBC' s are more 
practically conscious now than they have ever been in 
past. 
, OPINION POLL, BJP SENA COMBINED 
146. BALAKRISHNAN (S) and JOSHI (Prakash) and 
PAGEDAR (Pramod) . No wave in favour of any 
party in Maharashtra.Times of India; 153, 3 3; 
1995, February, 8; 11. 
The leaders of all the major parties in 
Maharashtra, Congress, the BJP-Shiv Sena alliance and a 
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loose grouping of 17 left and Democratic parties have 
publicaly claimed that their organisation will romp to 
victory. But the voters are apparently holding their 
cards closed to their chests. There is no discranible 
wave in favour of any party even though opinion polls 
conducted so far give the BJP Sena combined and edge 
over the ruling Congress. 
, , POLITICAL PARTIES, BJP-SHIV SENA ALLIANCE, 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN, FILM MUSIC 
14 7. PLAYBACK POLITICS . Times of India; 15 8, J. 7 / x^,. , 
January, 20; 12. 
Music has always had diverse charms and multiple 
uses. Film music is proving an unrivalled three in one 
in Maharahtra where the 'Super-Pawar muqabla is between 
Mr. Sharad Pawar and the jugalbandhi combination of Shiv 
Sena and BJP. Hit tunes from Hindi and Marathi films 
never fail to draw crowds around the election dais. 
After movies and hit songs proved their mesmeric power 
in Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, Shiv Sena decided to 
change its tune and tolen and provided a musical face to 
its tiger emblem. Each Shiv Sena candidate will be 
provided five audio and video cassettes each, the cost 
of which is to be reimbursed legitimate poll expenses. 
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, , , , ELECTION ISSUE, 
CORRUPTION 
148. SANGHVI (Vijay). Challenge of Congress only with 
in .Secular Demoracy ,-23. 10; 1995, January; 17-8, 
The rising anti-establishment mood the 
electorate displayed in other states during the 
assembly polls is the only factor that causes 
concern to the Congress Party in Maharashtra as 
it prepares to face the serious political 
challenge that the BJP-Shiv Sena combine 
promises. In maharashtra polls, the opposi""' jn 
hopes to make corruption the major political 
issue. 
, POLL PLANK, HINDUTVA 
149. GPD.Victory on a platter.Economic and Political 
Weekly;30. 13; 19 95, April, 1; 657. 
It is not aggressive Hinduism which worked in 
the assembly elections in Maharashtra, but the 
coalitiion of castes, Hindutva Merety provided 
the overarching slogan. The interesting thing 
about the Maharashtra elections is that the 
Sena-BJP combinefailed to make it to absolute 
majority. 
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, CONGRESS-I 
150. VIJAYPURKAR (Mahesh) . Gearing up for the power 
game-Hindu;118. 1; 1995, January, 1; 8 
While all the parties are sure that the recent 
anti Congressism seen in both Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka will over shadow the voting pattern in 
Maharashtra to some extent and the issue is wether the 
opposition parties can harvest that sentinent or could 
the Congress(I) neutralise it as it crosses the borders. 
Congress(I) MLAs and those aspiring for the party ticket 
feel that something is afoot among the voters n^d "h' 
still do not know what it is. 
, INFIGHTING 
151. MANIKTALA (Panakj) and TIWARI (ASHISH) . Grim 
battle.Week;13. 7; 1995, February, 5; 27-32. 
In Maharashtra Assembly elections a defeat will 
be earth shaking for the Congress which is in convlsion 
caused by the revolt of Arjun Singh. Today Pawar is the 
only man who can prevent the party from falling apart. 
All eyes are rivelted on Pawar who is in the thick of 
the toughest political battle of his career. The biggest 
blow is the estrangement of the Muslims who were i:;s 
captive vote bank. Seeing the situation in Maharashtra 
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one can say that it can make or break the future of 
Pawar and Rao. 
, PAWAR (Sharad) 
152. NAYAR (Ranvir) . Man on the spot. Sunday; 22, 3; 
1995, Janauary, 15-21; 22-7. 
Tho new equation with in the Congress has upset 
Pawar's calculations. He is faced with a Hobson's 
choice. If he leads the party to vitory in Maharashtra, 
he might be seen as a threat to Rao, if he loses it will 
mean political exits. Thus Sharad Pawar juggles and 
shuffles to keep Congress lobbies h^opv before the 
Maharashtra Assembly elections. 
, DEFEAT 
153. HONOUR IN defeat. Asian Age ,-2 . 28; 19 95. March, 15; 
8. 
Life outside the Sachivalaya in Bombay is also 
likely to do a world of good for the Congress in 
Maharashtra, particularly in view of two sensible 
decissions taken by Mr. Sharad Pawar on Monday. The 
manner in which he left office was honourable and 
dignified; any attempt to cobble together an artificial 
majority with a ramshackle crowd of fmembers of 
legislative assembly would have reinforced evcery 
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suspicion that the Congress was a creature of power and 
that no principle was sacrosant when it came to making a 
grob for it. 
, , , , , INFIGHTING 
154. YlJAY?om\^ (Mahesh) . Self-destruct 
spree.Hindu;118, 3; 1995, January, 15; 8. 
All mainline political parties in Maharashtra 
which are keen on competing for the voters blessings m 
the February elections to the state assembly are caught 
up in internal dissonance to such an extent that intra 
party oneupmanship seems to be more important than 
bracing up for the elections. It is the Congress (I) 
which seemed to be ,ore infested by this menace. 
, MANIFESTO 
155. BHADKAMKAR (Ulka) . Readying for 
battle.Pioneer;4, 357; 1994, December, 27; 9. 
In Maharashtra preparations for polls have 
begun. But it is still unclear which of the two 
onsiderations caste-cum religious or economic would till 
the scales at the polls and parties have readied for 
both. The opposition alliance of the BJP and the Shiv 
Sena is busy preparing its joint manifesto which is due 
to be announced on January 1. Mr. Sharad Pawar has 
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hinted that the state would seek to extend the 
employment guarantee scheme to the rural masses. 
, PROSPECTS 
156. NAYAR (Ranvir). Crucial battle Sunday; 21,51; 
1994, December, 25-31; 37-9. 
All of a sudden, Maharashtra has become the 
hottest political destination in the country. The 
attention on Maharashtra is not surprising. In the next 
round of assembly elections, scheduled for Febuary. 
political stakes in the state are the highest. ^r:\c° Rao 
desperately needs a major victory in the wake of the 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka debades, he is depending 
upon Sharad Pawar to do the trick. In return, Pawar 
would probably be given a free hadn in distribution of 
party tickets. For the beleaguered Congress (I), it has 
became imperative to win the election in Maharashtra. 
-- , , , BJP SHIV-SENA, GOVERNMENT, 
ECONOMIC DISASTER 
157. MERCHANT (Minhaz). Give the Shiv Sena its head 
and watch it crack up. Asin Age; 2, 14; 1995, 
March, 1;8. 
Conventional Wisdom suggests that the formation 
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of a Shiv Sena-Bharatiya Janta Party government in 
Maharashtra would be a political, economic and communal 
disaster. There assumptions underpin this argument. 
First the Shiv Sena is riddled with criminal elements 
and is unlikely to become politically respectable. 
Second, the BJP has cynically used religion to win votes 
at grave cost to communal peace and may be so again. 
Third, a Shiv Sena-BJP alliance is unlikely to last its 
full term. 
, RESULTS, VICTORY 
158. MUNDE'S SANGHARSH yatra. pays divident. Organiser,-
46, 34; 1995, March, 26; 17, 
What was unthinkable a couple of months ago 
become a reality this week when the Bhartiya Janata 
Party Shiv Sena alliance Swept the Congress (I) away 
from the political firmament of Maharashtra. The result 
shattered the myth that the Congress (I) was very 
strongly entrenched in the rural areas of the state and 
the appeal of the BJP-Sena Combine was confined only to 
the urban states. 
, MUSLIMS VOTE BANK, ANTI CONGRESS 
159. ABRAHAM (Maria). Punishing lesson. Week; 13,14; 
1995, March, 26; 50. 
The Muslim vote bank played a major role in 
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Congress bank ruptry in many constituencies in 
Maharashtra. The mood was apparent a month before the 
elections but conggress leaders were certain that, when 
it came to the crunch, the Muslims would not help the 
Hindutva forces assume power. The reasoning was that the 
Muslims had no one else to turn to. In Bombay where the 
Muslims form 15 percent of the voters, the Congress got 
just one seat out of the 34 seats. The reasons for the 
Muslim disenchantment are obvious. The demolition of the 
Babri Masjid, the riots which followed and the gross 
misuse of TADA were the major factors. 
, THIRDFORCE, EMERGENCE 
160. KOLPE (SB). Third force on Maharashtra election 
scene. New Age; 43,3; 1995, January, 45-21; 10. 
A new element has entered the Maharashtra 
election scene. The main cohesive factor that brought 17 
opposition parties in Maharashtra together is the new 
awakening of OBC-Dalit-Adivasi- Muslim masses that have 
begun their massive struggle for social justice and 
against economic exploitation. Their main slogan is to 
end Congress rule in Maharashtra and also to defeat the 
reactionary communal forces represented by BJP Shiv Sena 
alliance. It is recognised as a third force in 
Maharashtra politics. 
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, VOTERS, PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS, CEC, SESHAN 
(T N) 
161. GIDWANI(D). Setting Seshan back. India Today; 
19, 5; 1995, March, 1-15; 40. 
Maharashtra should have been T.N. Seshan's big 
vitory as it was the first state going to the polls 
under the CEC's directives. But as things turned out, it 
was hardly a clean sweep for seshan. On the eve of the 
polls, the high court ruled that eligible voters could 
vote, whether or not they had identity cards. What 
boomeranged the hardest on the CEC '/as the fact that 
thousands of voters with valid identity ca; o ^-
turned away at the polling booths. 
, MANIPUR 
162. TURN AND Turnabout. Times of India; 153, 10; 
1995, January, 12; 10. 
The election commission's announcement that 
assembly elections is Manipur will be held on February 
16, is the first reassuring news from that state in many 
months. Things have come to such a pass that perhaps 
even an election is no guarantee of a turnaround but 
that is the minimum that could be done to clean the 
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decks in a state where the legislature and the 
constitution have been reduced to a force. 
, ELECTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENT 
163. POLITICS IN Manipur. Hindu; 118, 10; 1995, 
January, 12; 8. 
With the announcament of elections to the 
Manipur state assembly now proposed to be held on 
February 16, the tenure of the Risang Keishing ministry 
which secured a vote of confidence on a day of dramatic 
developments on January 9 is going to be brief. 
, PREPARATIONS 
164. MANIPUR AGAIN. New Age; 43, 3; 1995, January, 
15-21; 2. 
The election commission has announced the poll 
schedule for Manipur. Polling for the 60 member assembly 
will on January on February 16. The notification for 
election will be issued away the swearing in of the 
Rishang Keishing ministry on December 13 was itself a 
mockery of democracy. But then the Congress-I insistence 
on holding elections under the aegis of its government 
gets priority over all norms of democracy. Keishing's 
own over-whelming personal ambitions had also 
contributed to the murky happenings in that state. 
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, RESULTS, NOCLEAR MAJORITY 
165. MUDDLE IN Manipur. Times of India; 153; 48; 
1995; February, 25; 12. 
The electorate in Manipur have failed to give 
any political party a clear majority in the assembly 
spell of instability. This was not unexpected because 
both the ruling Congress and the opposition had shown a 
lack of responsibility as a result of which they 
suffered a serious loss of credibility. 
, MUSLIM VOTE, ANTI CONGRESS 
166. NAYAR (Kuldip). After the second debacle. Nation 
and the World; 3, 84; 1995, April, 1; 18-20. 
Muslims, 12 percent of the electorate are angery 
with the Congress. They have voted for secular parties 
wherever the choice was available as was seen in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka last time. But many of them have 
even voted for the BJP Shiv Sena Combine in Maharashtra 
and the BJP in Gujarat because the third alternative to 
congress was not available. 
, NATIONALITY, PROOF 
167. NOORANI (AG) . Noright to vote. Economic and 
Political Weekly; 30,9; 1995, March, 4; 416. 
How can the election officials explain tr.e 
1^5 
deletion from the 1995 electoral rolls of 
persons who had diligently exercised their 
franchise in every election since independence. 
Instead of admitting their lapse, they are using 
form 6 as provided under the Registration of 
Election Rules as a fig-leaf. 
, CEC, SESHAN (T N) 
168. ANSARI (Javed) and KOPPIKAI^ . Identity Crisis. 
India Today; 19, 24; 1994, December, 31; 126-29. 
Sometimes, even the best intentions can go away, 
as the Election Commission (EC) is finding out. In its 
zeal to weed out foreigners from^the electoral rolls, 
the commission has ended up triffling with the patriotic 
pride of many genuine citizens and reduced them to 
aliens in their own country. An over zealour drive to 
weed out foreigners from the electoral rolls 
disenfranchiss many genuine citizens, primarily Muslims, 
Muslims, already feeling alienated are furious at having 
to prove their nationality and loyalty. 
,ORISSA, ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT VOTE 
169. MOHD. IMRAN KHAN. Will the Congress provide an 
alternative. Radiance.- 30, 10; 1995, January, 
22-8; 6. 
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The lackadiasical rule of Mr. Biju Patnaik in 
Orissa has certainly made the people look for an 
alternative. Yet the congress has not been able 
to exploit the situation. An areage congress 
leader interprets the poll outcome in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka as anti-establishment wave 
thereby drawing comfort the similar wave would 
uproot Mr. Biju Patnaik and his party. 
, ELECTION COMMISSION, ELECTION EXPENSES 
170. PATHAJOSHI (Lalit). Testing time. Week; 13, 8 ; 
1995, February, 12; 19-20. 
Candidates fighting the election in Orissa are 
facing a peculiar problem, that of making their money 
last the length of the compaigning. They have a plenty 
of time but not so money, thanks to the curbs on 
election expenses by the Election Commission. With the 
odds not favouring any party and multi-cornered contests 
staring them in the face, the candidates know that only 
a good campaign can see them through. 
, POLITICAL PARTTIES 
171. DEVDUTT. Biju's mystique vs Congress stategy 
Secular Democracy; 23, 10; 1995, January; 23-5 
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The Congress and Janata Dal are the two main 
contenders in Orissa. Both will contest all the 147 
seats. The other known national-level political parties 
are; BJP has some pockets of influence in Sambalpur 
situated in tribal belt and in parts of coastal Orissa. 
It is rearing to emerge as a third force in the state. 
172. BOOM OR bust. Blitz; 55, 9; 1995, March, 4; 20. 
The multi-cornered electoral battles in almost 
all the constituencies of Orissa will see political 
heavyweights of al l parties fighting desperately to 
retain their coreted seats. Freshers are even luoi.^  
belligerent to edge out the old guard. Take the case of 
chief minister formidable challenger to the prestigious 
Bhubaneswar constituency is BJP candidate Soumya Ranjan 
Patnaik. These are several other equally crucial seats 
that merit a close look. 
, , , CONGRESS-1, ELECTION MANIFESTO, 
RORAL DEVELOPMENT 
173. PATTAJOSHI (Lalit). Promises to keep. Week; 13, 
9; 1995, February, 19; 28-30. 
The next five years in Orrisa will belong to 
farmers and farm labourers. The Congress 
manifesto promises to create job and self 
employment opportunities for two million youth; 
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the Dal talks of empowering the people by 
vesting them with more administrative powers. 
rural development is the key word in these 
elections as the rural vote is worth its weight 
in gol for both the Congress and the Dal. Both 
Parties have promised rice at Rs. 2 a kilo. Both 
have kept women on a pedestal. 
, INFIGHTING 
174. MISHRA (Ashutosh) . Too late for the figh- . 
Pioneer; 4, 348; 1994, December, 18, 9. 
For a party hoping to stage a comeback the 
congress in Orissa is extremely ill prepared for the 
impending battle of the ballot. Instead of closing ranks 
and facing the polls unitedly, the internecine battle in 
the party has become even more fractious. The AICC has 
compounded the problem by its dithering on the crucial 
issue of reorganising the Pradesh Congress Committee, 
thereby demoralising further the rank and file of the 
party. 
, JANATA DAL 
175. PATI (Biswamoy) Beyond the elections. Economic 
and Political Weekly.- 30, 16; 1995, April, 22; 
862 . 
169 
The assembly elections should induce some 
rethinking and realignment among social and political 
forcer in Orissa to which the election results in Bihar 
and the general election due in 1996 will contribute. 
The Janata Dal has to decide whether to continue to 
reinforce the brahminical order or be associated with 
the forces of progess and change. 
,PROSPECTS, CONGRESS-land JANATA DAL 
176. BANERJEE (Ruben ) and SARDANA (Nandita). 
Searhing for a second term.India Today;l^, 
1995, March, 1-15; 90- 5. 
The dismal track record of both the ruling 
Janata Dal and Congress(I) leaves the staters electorate 
with a few opinions. For the Congress(I) it is a do or 
die battle on which its political credibility hings. For 
Rao, a victory in Orissa would be an endorsement of his 
leadership and would effectively silence his critics. 
The stakes for Biju are equally high a victory in Orissa 
would enlarge his political horizons from the regional 
to the National level. 
, , VOTERS, PHOTOIDENTITY CARDS 
177. NANDA (Sarada P) . Voter^s choice. Sunday.-22, 3; 
170 
1995, January, 15-21; 11. 
The Orissa chief minister Biju Patnaik's hatered 
towards the CEC, T.N. Seshan is well known. The 
postponement of the assembly polls by almost a months to 
March has further embittered Patnaik-Seshan relation. 
But dispite Biju Patnaik's opposition, the ID-cards 
scheme gets an over whelming responc in Orissa. 
, PEACEFUL POLLS 
178. ORDERLY POLLS.National Herald;26. 257; 1994, 
December, 7; 4. 
The completion of the phased polling in the four 
states in a reasonably peaceful and orderly manner 
speaks well of the effeciency of the administrative law 
and order and poll set ups involved in the conduct of 
the democratic exercise. A mature democracy should be 
able to take it for granted that electioneerong would 
normally be a peaceful affair. But in a developing 
nation like India with its vast population, varying 
states of development and the mixture of ambition and 
passion all sections of the poll machinery have to be 
contantly on the alert. 
-, POLITICAL PARTIES, BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY 
179. SAXENA (Rashmi). BJP.Week;13, 8; 1995, Febuary, 
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12; 30-1. 
Thanks to the disarray in the Congress that the 
BJP is an upbeat mood. It sees the prospect of vitory in 
Gujarat and Maharashtra and of increasing its strenght 
in Bihar. The Congress has always claimed that it is the 
only party in the country capable of providing a stong 
governemt. It is with the estability cards that it has 
approached the current elections. The fight between P.v. 
Narsimha Rao and Arjun Singh helped the BJP puncture 
the claim. 
, ELECTION ISSUE, CORRUPTION 
180. BJP's NEW agenda . Pioneer.- 4 . 350; 1994, December, 
20; 8. The BJP appears to have at last found 
a way out of being a one issue party. As much is 
apparent from the stress it has been laying on 
corruption as an electoral issue over the past 
few months, instead of harping on the Ayodhya 
dispute. During the recent national executive 
meeting in Bombay the party adopted a resolution 
focussig on this aspect of Indian public life 
and liking corruption with the economic policies 
of the Congress government at the centre. 
, , , TEMPLE ISSUE 
181. AYODHYA CARD again. Hindus tan Times.;'^ 0, 
172 
302,-1994, October, 31; 13. 
Ayodhya is still the main theme as far as the 
BJP is concerned and it is hopeful of reaping rich 
dividends by reviving the issue whenever elections are 
held. With barely a month to go for the assembly polls 
in four states, what else can the party think of as a 
vote fetching device? But where the BJP seems to be 
wrong is in assuming that the electorate's interest in 
the temple issue remains as high as it was before the 
demolition of the disputed struture. 
, CODE OF CONDUCT, VIOLATION 
182. THAKUR (Punam). Wooing the voters .Sunday; 2 3 , 8 ,• 
1995, February, 19-25; 20-21. 
Despite TN Seshan's threats, most political 
parties announces per polls sops for the minorities and 
the back words. Both Sharad Pawar and Biju Patnaik have 
announced pre poll packages in their respective states. 
With the assembly polls round the corner, they are 
wooing the OBC's. Patnaik*s announcement came a day 
after the state's chief electoral officer had drawn the 
CM's attention to the instructions from the chief 
election commissioner about what consituted a violation 
of the code of conduct. 
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183. PENBERTHY (Jefferson). Days of judgement.Times ; 
145, 10; 1995, March, 13; 30. 
The fate of Prime Minister is usually decided at 
the elevated level of national politics, but for the 
embattled P.V. Narsimha Rao all politics will be local 
when results are announced from four crucial states 
elections in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa and Anurachal 
Pradesh. In fact Rao's future will be determined in a 
single state, Maharashtra and its capital Bombay. The 
BJP and Shiv Sena alliance threatens to break Congress's 
hold on the state legislsture. That possibility has sent 
a chill through the business community which has 
proposed greatly under Rao's economic Liberalization 
programme. 
, CODE OF CONDUCT VIOLATION 
184. OBSERVERS REPORT on Cong. extravaganza. 
Statesman;137. 2 83; 19 94, November, 30; 9. 
The compaign expenditure observers and the state 
election office have submitted a detailed report 
to the electin commission on the extraganza 
organised by the Congress for the Prime 
Minister's public meeting at Bangalore. The 
Janata Dal has decided to lodge a complaint with 
the election commission accussing the Congress 
174 
of violating the model code of conduct. But the 
observers were not in a position to take any 
action as the guidelines of the election 
commission are silent about the expenditure of 
parties on compaign. 
, , , DEFEAT, SOUTH 185. DISASTER FOR 
Rao and the Congress. Pioneer,-4, 342; 1994, 
December, 12; 8. Every government has to cope wich 
mid term blues. But what is starting the Congress in the 
face is mid term disaster. The party after being 
decinated in the Gangetic plains has been all but wiped 
out South of Vindhyas in the current round of state 
assembly elections. In Andhra Predesh the Congress has 
been reduced to nothing more than a marginal group in 
the state assembly while in Karnataka it will be denied 
even the veneer of repcectabililty attached to main 
opposition party with the BJP emerging the second 
largest group after the Janata Dal. 
, ECONOMIC REFORMS 
186. JHA (Prem Shankar). Importance of the coming 
polls.Hindu;117. 272; 1994, November, 19; 8. 
The major rist with economic reforms is that 
these economic polices may become the casualities of 
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political change. This is the threat that looms over the 
Indian economy today. If the Congress(I) fares as badly 
in elections to nine states assemblies in the coming 
months it could have the same effect on the Rao 
government as the severe setback suffered by the 
democrats in the U.S. elections is likely to have on the 
Clinton administration. 
, ELECTION MANIFESTO 
187. RAGHAVAN (A). Forthcoming elections: Referendum 
on Congress government . Blitz ,- 54 ,- 46; 1994, 
November, 12; 7, 10. 
Many political observers view the ensuing 
assembly elections, especially in Andhra and Karnataka, 
as the begining of a referendum on the Narsimha Rao 
government at the centre. The impression has been 
reinforced by the cetral election manifesto of the 
Congress. This time around, it deviated considerably 
from the beaten track. In more any promise to do this 
and that in one hunderd days in one year and so on. 
Populis gimmicks have been reserved for the manifestos 
of the state units involved in the poll exercise. 
, , -, , ECONOMIC REFORMS 
187. CONGRESS PUTS best foot forward.Pioneer;4, 3 02; 
176 
1994, November, 1; 8. 
The Congress has decided to play down the 
Ayodhya dispute in the coming assembly elections and 
concentrate on the Union governments perceived succes on 
the economic front. As much is apparent for the party's 
central manifesto which indicates its compaign thrust in 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Goa and Sikkim. Which are 
scheduled to "go to the polls. The decision to reu\ain 
silent on Ayodhya is not without reason. 
,- ,- , NARSIMHA RAO (PV) 
189. JASWANT SINGH. Elections and after in March: 
Beware the ides. Asian Age;2, 37; 1995, March, 
25 . 
When the Congress lost its bid for the two 
southern states late last year, the leader of that party 
and our Prime Minister adopted an attitude of elderly 
sang-froid. He attempted to convey to his party, and to 
the country, that it was just one among many routine 
occurences that take place in the life of a political 
party. But it would be wrong to lay all the failures at 
the doorstep of Narsimha Rao. He is not and does not 
pretend to be a charismatic. His nature and his lifeline 
experience has incalculated in him a caution that is 
reflected in his process of decision making. 
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, HIGH STAKES 
190. MURLIDHARAN (Sukumar). Testing time: A high 
stakes round for Narsimha Rao. Front 1 ine,-11, 
24; 1994, November^ ")- December, -2; 12-4. 
The personal stakes invovled for the Prime 
Minister are high. Over half the states of the union 
will be going to the polls and a negative outcome could 
well underline his authority. But in a ruling party 
everything hinges upon striking a delicate equilibrium 
between conflicting internal pulls. The Prime Minister 
is clearly working himself into a vantage point ^ro" 
where he can garner the advantages of proximity ,^  L..C: 
electoral pary, while distancing himself from the 
possibility of a negative outcome. 
, ELECTRION AGENDA, NO MAJOR ISSUES 
191. NO DOMINATING issues this election. Statesman,-
137, 281; 1994, November, 28; 9. 
Stability and economic reform with misrule and 
corruption, laced with the caste divide and local 
politics and a large number of defections. The four 
assembly polls have many themes but no single dominating 
issue like Mnadal or Mandir. National parties the ruling 
party as well as other trying to break new ground and 
the local heavyweights are choosing issus of local 
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concern when they are not trying to pull down the other 
contenders as no major national issues emerge to the 
fore. 
, , ISSUES AND TRENDS 
192. KAMALA PRASAD. Emerging issues and trends. 
fAainstream; 3 3, 7 . 
The outcome of the recently concluded elections 
to the four state assemblies has significance for beyond 
the land frontiers they covered. The elements that may 
shape the political ethos at the turn of century new 
seem to be gradually becoming sharper, the rulling party 
at the centre has projected more then the usual 
importance to the possible outcome and its opposition 
rivals contesting against it has reacted likewis. the 
resultant potentials have, therefore to be seen in a 
some what langer term perspective of the Indian 
political system. 
, , JANATADAL, PROBLEM, PARTY SYMBOL 
193. VENKATESAN. (V) Of party polls. Frontline; 11, 
23; 1994, November, 5-18; 26. 
It would have been a routine matter for chief 
Election Commissioner T.N. Seshan giving his order in 
the Janata Dal symbol case on 17th October, rejecting 
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the clain of the break way, Janata Dal led by George 
Farnandes to the parent party's chakra election symbol 
and the plea that it be frozen until final settlement of 
the dispute, seshan allowed the group led by S.R. Bommai 
to use the symbol since it enjoyed superior numerical 
support in both the legislative and the organisational 
wings of the party. 
, , NO MAJOR ISSUES 
194. ROY (Ajit). Election without issues. Eonomic and 
Political Weekly; 29, 49; 1994, December, 3; 
3064. 
The entire political spectrum, barring the 
maoists and stretching from th BJP at the Right end to 
the two communist parties at the Left wih the Janala Dal 
and the Telugu Desam Party in the middle, is in reality 
fighting this round of elections with in the frame work 
of a national consensus that is without raising any 
fundamental issue even from with in the present system. 
, , POPULIST PROMISES 
195. PRASANNAN (R) . Power of hunger. Week; 13, 10; 
1995, February, 26; 29-36. 
Politicians including the Congress men are once 
again dishing out t:he politically fattening menu of 
180 
populist promises. From cheap rice to interest free 
loans, cheap bus tickes to free insurance fruit trees to 
free uniforms, Vote seeking politicians are riding high 
on promises, making the miserly Manmohan flinch. 
Politicians have rediscovered what they had been tought 
to forget that the route to the voter's heart is through 
his stomach. And that road eventually leads to political 
po-.ver. 
, , , UNHEALTHY TRENDS. 
196. PRICE OF Populism. Times of India; 158, 6; 1995, 
January, 7; 12. 
Post-election trends in the two southern states 
suggest the surrender of economic sense to political 
gamesmanship. Mr. Rama Rao, was quick to redeem his 
promises to supply rice at Rs. two a kilo and introduce 
prohibition. Mr. Deve Gowda, has also revived the supply 
of subsidised rice and waived the interest on 
cooperative agricultural loans. such competitive 
populism could tigger an unhealthy trend in other 
states, particularly in the states facing assembly 
elections. 
, , PROSPECTS, CONGRESS -I, NARASIMHA RAO (P 
V) 
1 9 7 . CHENGAPPA ( R a j ) . A g a i n s t a l l o d d s . I n d i a Todav; 
181 
19, 23; 1994, December, 15; 86-7. 
Rao's bid to inherit the mantle of the party's superme 
votegetter gets a mixed response in the two southern 
states. The Prime Minister's strategy was to be simple, 
sincere and statesman like but as a result many of his 
speeches were as well soporific. It is not enough for 
Rao to prove that he is a good Prime Minister. In the 
coming months he will have to demonstrate that as the 
Congress (I) President, he is in total command. 
Otherwise, he may be in danger of losing both the pests. 
, SIKKIM, MULTI CORliERED CONTESTS 
198. CHAUDHURI (Kalyan). Three way in Sikkim. 
Froutline; 11, 23, 1994, November, 5-18; 33-4. 
In past Sikkim never has so many political 
parties contesting the assembly elections as in the 
November 16, polls. With the entry of the GNLF of subash 
Ghising, the emergence of SDF and SSP and political 
situation has become fluid, blurring the electoral 
scene. The SDF, Congress (I) and SSP are Contesting all 
the 32 seats. A split of votes among the Congress, SSP 
and SDF is inevitable and for the first time in Sikkim 
there will be multi cornered contests in every 
constituency. Congress looks determined and has drawn up 
an elaborate programme. 
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/ , POLITICAL PARTIES, CLOSE RACE 
199. CHAUDHURI (Kalyan) . Sikkim,- Close race. 
Frontline; 11, 24; 1994, November 19- December 
2; 17-8. 
This was the fourth assembly election in Sikkim 
since it be came a state of India. In some areas the 
rate of polling went beyond 70 percent. Sikkim has ne^er 
witnessed such a peaceful election. No untoward incident 
was reported from any of the 32 constituencies. Although 
eight parties and a host of independents are in the 
fray, the battle was mainly triangular. On election day 
there was excitement all over. Voters had turned up in 
their traditional dresses at the polling booths since 
early morning, with a large number of independents in 
the race, all the three major Parties stand a chance of 
forming a government particularly when money plays a 
vital role in elections. 
, , RESULTS, CONGRESS, DEFEAT 
200. BISWAS (Soutik). New wave. India Today; 19, 24; 
1994, December, 31; 88. 
The quake that shook India's polity to the roots 
last fortnight may have had its epicentre in the south, 
but for congress (I), the shock waves were felt even in 
Sikkim. Sanchaman Limboo's seven month old government 
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lost elevating a constable turned Politician Pawan Kumar 
Chamling to prominence. Chamling won on local issues. 
Expectations from chamling are high. The leader will 
have to walk to tight rope in pushing for the inclusion 
of the Nepalese of Mongoloid origin in the OBC list 
without fanning ethnic riots. 
, , , WINNER, CHAMLING 
201. SEN (Sumanta). Unexpected turn.Pioneer;4, 
346;1994, December, 16; 9. 
While deciding as to who should be the principal 
figure at Tashiling for the next five years the voters 
chose Mr. Chamling and not Mr. Limboo who had actually 
been slated to succeed Mr. Bhandari and rule for two 
hundred days. The reason for this is simple. In their 
eyes the new chief minister had remained a loyal 
Sikkimese during his entire campaign against Mr. 
Bhandari while Mr. Limboo had postrated himself before 
the Dhotiwallahs in his own interest. 
, VIOLENCE 
202. BALLOT Vs bullet. Asian Age; 2, 21; 1995, March, 
8; 8. 
Contrary to public pereceptions, the December 
elections and the ones this year have been for from 
peaceful, the chimera of peace conceals a disturbing 
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fact, voting now has to happen under the shadow of the 
gun. Mr. T.N. Sesha's tough regimen has certainly-
checked the terror that accompanied election compaigns 
and the fear of violence at the volting centres, this 
has brought down casulties in volatile states like Uttar 
Pradesh and bihar the major parties have been remarkably 
restained. the current threat to roderly voting comes 
from left wing extremism and assorted insurgent groups. 
, VOTE FOR CHANGE 
203. SENGUPTA (Bhabani). Voting for change, without a 
choice. Indian Express,- 63, 11; 1994, Novermber, 
14; 8. 
It begins in December, runs through 1995 and 
ends up in the spring of 1996; the long election march 
on which the 550 million Indian electorate is set to 
embark. The march takes the voters across 10 states to 
which they respectably belongs and then in the grand 
finale nobilises them for the election of the llth Lok 
Sabha. Thus the coming months will determine who rules -
no only in the 10 states but also at the centre. 
, VOTERS, 
204. POLITICAL CULTURE. New Wave; 19 95, March, 26; 3. 
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One aspect of recent assembly election that no 
one disputes is the maturity of the electorate. The 
voters thronged polling booths creating new records of 
polling percentages. They did not reveal their choice, 
baffled psephologists and unerringly threw out the 
corrupt, the power hungry and those who failed to redeem 
their promises. This was done irrespective of the 
political formation in power. This would call for three 
cheers for the democratic process but for one snag. 
, , PHOTO IDENTITY CARDS, CEC, SESHAN (T N) 
205. BAWEJA (Harinder) . Crisis on the cards. India 
Today; 19, 19; 1994, October, 15; 114-15. 
With seshan refusing to rlax th deakline for 
issuing voter identity cards, and many states expressing 
their inability to meet it, the country is heading for a 
constitutional dead-lock. Realising that Seshan can not 
be removed easily, Rao has found it prudent to comply 
with the CEC's order rather than defy him. 
, , , HDMAN RIGHTS, VIOLATION. 
2 06. JAIN (Minu) and NARAYANAN (K S), What's on the 
cards? Sunday; 21,46; 1994, November, 20-26;36-
7. 
Today as th election commission pushes ahead 
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with its photo-identity card programme and thousands 
queue up outside various booths in the city and 
elsewhere. But while government officials dismiss the 
questions as baseless an unnecessary, Photo identity for 
roters may actually lead to disen franchisement and 
violation of human rights. 
, , , SUPREME COURT, STAY ORDER 
207. KARAT (Prakash). Fiasco of I cards. Pople's 
Democracy; 19, 8/ 1995, February, 19; 1,5. 
Chief Election commissioner T.N. Seshan b _r., 
current round of assembly elections has failed to 
materialise, the supreme court on January 17, through an 
interin order stayed the operation of all the election 
commission's orders pertaining to the issue of identity 
cards and the dealines set by the commission. 
, WEAK DEMOCRACY 
208. ARUN KUMAR. Treat the voter as king. Indian 
Express; 63, 34; 1994, December, 7; 8. 
Indian democracy appears to be tottering. In 
major parts of the country it is -non existent and in 
large parts it ezxists in name only. Many people 
consider voting futile, the common man has becoT.e 
cynical and participates in the electoral process ::;i 
187 
narrow ends like strengthening the group he perceives he 
will gain from. All this is a part of the process of 
weakening the will of democracy. To avoid this there is 
a need to reduce the gap between elections so that the 
rulers face the scruting of the voters more often. 
Further citizens should have a genuine choice and not 
that between a Tweedledum and a Tweedledee. 
^ ^ ^ K i - V^VlV:. 
"^^  ^A\f^wn 
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